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Dear Colleagues:

This issue of the Newsletter includes the programs
related to safe mobility at the Gerontological Society of
America meeting in November, the TRB Annual Meeting
in January, parts of the American Society on
Aging/National Council on Aging Meeting in March,
AOTA, and other conferences. In addition, there are calls
for papers, dates and other information on relevant
meetings.

This issue also contains a wealth of research and
program summary materials—both from America and
from various good neighbors around the globe. Interestin
senior safety and mobility is increasing, new programs
are being established or expanded, and additional
research to resolve senior needs are underway.

This issue also contains a new section on commentaries
to address points of view or emerging issues in the field.

See you all in January,

Karlene Ball
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Thank you Kent
The lead editorship of this newsletter was borne by

Kent Milton for many years. Kent faithfully obtained the
information that many of us have valued during that
period. Please join me in thanking Kent Milton for all the
work that he has done, both as editor of our newsletter
and on the committee over the years as he goes into
retirement at age 80.

Best wishes,

Karlene
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TRB Annual Meeting Washington, D.C., January 11—
15, 2009

The Transportation Research Board (TRB) 88th Annual
Meeting will be held in Washington, D.C., at the
Connecticut Avenue Collection hotels: Marriott Wardman
Park, Omni Shoreham, and Hilton Washington.

Registration is required for all attendees, including those
who attend any workshop; fees must accompany
registration.

The registration fee includes:
A Access to Interactive Program

A Admission to sessions, exhibits, and no-fee
workshops

A The Annual Meeting Compendium of Papers
A Use of the Annual Meeting shuttle service

Register Online for immediate confirmation and the best
selection and availability at TRB hotels. Only paid
registered attendees may reserve rooms at the TRB
hotels.

November 30 is the deadline for advance registration at
the reduced fees. Registrations received after or unpaid
by November 30 are considered on-site registrations, and
the higher fees apply. For more information on the
meeting and program go to:
http:/fwww.trb.org/meeting/2009/default.asp

The Human Factors Workshops (limited attendance) and
the Chairman’s Luncheon require an additional fee. Here
is the contact for the workshops:
http://www.trb.org/meeting/2009/workshops.asp

Sunday, January 11, 2009, 9:00am- 5:00pm, Marriott,
Maryland A

C. Role and Status of Medical Advisory Boards in
Determining Licensure of Older Adults

John Joyce, Maryland MVA; Germaine L. Odenheimer,
University of Oklahoma, presiding

The Committee on Operator Education and Regulation
(ANB30), the Committee on the Safe Mobility of Older
Persons (ANB60), and the Joint Subcommittee on
Medical Advisory Boards and Licensing are sponsoring
the following Human Factors Workshop:

Medications and Medical Review: Core Issues in Senior
Safety & Mobility in the U.S. and Abroad. It can be found
under the HUMAN FACTORS listings for Sunday,
January 11, 2009. ltis a ticketed event and seating is
limited.

Older drivers are characterized by the highest incidence
of medical conditions and the greatest use of medications
to treat them. Both affect the ability to continue to drive
safely. Recent information about drugs and driving, and
efforts to bring it into the everyday practice of doctors and
pharmacists, serves as an introduction to this session.
The specific roles and activities of Medical Advisory
Boards across diverse jurisdictions is the major focus of
the workshop.

(RPS09-047)

Monday, January 12, 2009, 8:00am- 9:45am, Marriott,
The Effects of Cognitive Training Interventions on Driving
and Mobility: Results from the ACTIVE Clinical Trial
Karlene Ball, UAB, presiding

Brief Overview of the ACTIVE Clinical Trial (P09-1461)
Karlene K. Ball, University of Alabama at Birmingham
The Effects of Training on Rates of Mobility and Driving
Difficulty (P09-1462)
Daniel L. Roenker, Western Kentucky University
Lesley Ross-Meadows, Australian National University
Jerri D. Edwards, University of South Florida
The Effects of Training on Driving Cessation, Depression
& Health-Related Quality of Life (P09-1465)
Jerri D. Edwards, University of South Florida
Henry W. Mahncke & Peter Delahunt, Posit Science
The Effects of Training on Health-Related Quality of Life
(HRQoL) and Depression (P09-1656)
Fredric D. Wolinsky, University of lowa
The Effects of Training on Driving & Crash Risk (P09-
1467)
Karlene K. Ball, University of Alabama, Birmingham
Jerri D. Edwards, University of South Florida
Gerald McGwin, University of Alabama, Birmingham
Daniel L. Roenker, Western Kentucky University


http://registration.experient-inc.com/ShowTRB091/Default.aspx
http://www.trb.org/meeting/2009/workshops.asp
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257 | (RPS09-048)

Monday, January 12, 2009, 10:15am-12:00pm, Marriott,
Changes in Driver Licensing and Fatality Rates over the
Last 15 Years

John W. Eberhard, Columbia, Maryland, presiding
Sponsored by Committee on Safe Mobility of Older
Persons; Committee on Operator Education & Regulation;
Committee on Accessible Transportation and Mobility

The United States Experience (P09-1771)

John W. Eberhard, Columbia, Maryland
The Canadian Experience (P09-1772)

Bonnie M. Dobbs, University of Alberta, Canada
The European Experience (P09-1773)

Christopher G. B. Mitchell, Consultant, United
Kingdom

296 | (RPS09-051)

Monday, January 12, 2009, 1:30pm- 3:15pm, Marriott,
Thurgood Marshall North

Older Person Driving Research

Karlene Ball, UAB, presiding

Sponsored by Committee on Safe Mobility of Older
Persons

Traffic Sign Comprehensibility in an Aging Society: A
Study of Photo-Enforced Signals (09-2183)

Sungyop Kim, University of Missouri, Kansas City

Gudmundur Freyr Ulfarsson, University of Iceland

Karen Anton, University of Missouri, Kansas City
Driver safety programs: Influence on older driver's road
performance (09-3085)

Shan Bao, University of lowa

Linda Ng Boyle, University of lowa
Safety and Licensing Outcomes for Older Drivers
Reported as Medically Impaired (09-0162)

Thomas M. Meuser, University of Missouri, St. Louis

David B. Carr, Washington University in St. Louis

Gudmundur Freyr Ulfarsson, University of Iceland
Road Safety in Drivers with Parkinson's Disease (09-
0472)

Jeffrey Dawson, University of lowa

Matthew Rizzo, University of lowa

Elizabeth Dastrup, University of lowa

Steven W. Anderson, University of lowa

Ergun Y. Uc, University of lowa

(RPS09-050)

Monday, January 12, 2009, 3:45pm- 5:30pm, Marriott,
Our Road Users: International Perspectives for Improving
Safety and Mobility

Elizabeth Alicandri, Federal Highway Administration,
presiding

Sponsored by Committee on Safe Mobility of Older
Persons; Committee on International Activities

Overview and Policy Issues to Aid Older Road Users
(P09-1494)

Pamela Hutton, Colorado Dept. of Transportation
Roadway Design and Operational Issues to Aid Older
Road Users (P09-1495)

David L. Harkey, Univ. of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Education, Outreach, and Driving Cessation Issues for
Older Road Users (P09-1497)

Leanna Depue, Missouri Department of Transportation
Planning and Land Use Issues to Aid Older Road Users
(P09-1498)

Howard Glassman, Florida Metropolitan Planning
Organization Advisory Council
Implementation of Findings to Aid Older Road Users
(P09-1499)

Tom Smith, Federal Highway Administration

Published Meeting - Committee (M)s

RPM09-014

Monday, January 12, 2009, 7:30pm- 9:30pm, Marriott,
Washington B5

Safe Mobility of Older Persons Committee

Karlene Ball, UAB, presiding

Complete Streets for Older Adults (09-3200)
Jana Lynott, AARP
Amanda Taylor, Renaissance Planning Group

RPG09-003

Tuesday, January 13, 2009, 8:00am-12:00pm, Marriott,
Truman

Enhancing Older Women's Safe Mobility; Extending Time
and Amount They Drive Interest Group

John W. Eberhard, Columbia, Maryland, presiding
Sponsored by Committee on Safe Mobility of Older
Persons; Committee on Women's Issues in
Transportation


javascript:submitform('','','30425','presentation_details.asp','','','','')
javascript:submitform('20399','','','person_details.asp','','','','')
javascript:submitform('','','30426','presentation_details.asp','','','','')
javascript:submitform('19264','','','person_details.asp','','','','')
javascript:submitform('','','30427','presentation_details.asp','','','','')
javascript:submitform('10263','','','person_details.asp','','','','')
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RPM09-027

Tuesday, January 13, 2009, 7:30pm- 9:30pm, Marriott,
Wilson A

Driver Medical Review Joint Subcommittee of ANBG0,
ANB30

Germaine L. Odenheimer, University of Oklahoma; John
Joyce, Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration, presiding
Sponsored by Committee on Safe Mobility of Older
Persons

Published Meeting - Gathering (G)s

ANBG0 Cosponsored Sessions (only editable by the
primary committee sponsor)

Tuesday, January 13, 2009, 8:00am- 9:45am, Hilton,
Jefferson West

Impact of Changing Demographics on the Transportation
System

Joseph F. Coughlin, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, presiding

This session highlights results from a fall conference that
served as a forum for universities, government, private
interests, and TRB committees on the impact of
demographics on transportation. Speakers in four theme
areas will summarize the state of the research, key
knowledge gaps, and promising research initiatives.
Immigration Internally and from Abroad (P09-0092)

Evelyn Blumenberg, University of California, Los
Angeles
Gender Differences (P09-0096)

Randall Crane, University of California, Los Angeles
Aging and Demographic Transition (P09-0093)

David W. Eby, University of Michigan Transportation
Research Institute
Changing Racial and Ethnic Mix (P09-0094)

Heather Contrino, Federal Highway Administration
Research Agenda for Impact of Changing Demographics
on the Transportation System (P09-0095)

Sandra Rosenbloom, University of Arizona

ABEG0 - Accessible Transportation and Mobility

GSA 2008 Conference / Sessions of interest -
Transportation and Aging National Harbor, MD
November 20-24, 2008

The full 2008 Conference Program is searchable online!
Click here to search for symposia, and paper and poster
sessions by author and keyword.

Click here to register for GSA's 61st Annual Scientific
Meeting

The Capitol Steps have signed on to perform at the
Opening Session (Friday, 11/21) of the 61st Annual
Scientific Meeting! Click on the link above for a peek at
this popular political comedy troupe

Saturday, November 22, 2008

8:00 AM - 9:30 AM

16: Transportation Issues and Concerns of Older Adults
(Posters)

Review of Gender Differences in Older Adults' Driving
Self-regulation and Cessation (Sandra Winter)

Using the Attention Network Test to Predict Driving
Outcomes

Concerns raised about older drivers by their children: Do
they reflect real declines in driving-related ability? (Bruce
Weaver)

Motor vehicle crashes in older adults in South Carolina
(Victor A. Hirth)

Cognition, self-regulation of driving, and reasons for
driving reduction among older adults (Michelle Ackerman)
An Empirical Test of the Selective Degradation
Hypothesis (Johnell Brooks)

We Need to Talk: Conversations Between Family
Members and Friends about Driving with Vision Loss
(Brent E. Gibson)

35: Transportation/Driving (Posters)

Driving Behaviors among Older Adults with Impaired
Vision (Amy Horowitz)

Decisions, Decisions: Age Differences in the Allocation of
Time among Adults in the US (Kim Johnson)

Older Adults? Driving Adaptations and Ceasing to Drive:
Policy Implications from A Statewide Survey (Sharon
Baggett)


http://gsa2008.abstractcentral.com/planner.jsp
https://onlinedb.geron.org/cvweb/gsa/gsa2008.shtml
http://www.capsteps.com/
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Predicting Age Related Changes in Mobility and Driving
Habits (Melissa Matthews)

Projecting the Transportation Needs and Costs for
Oregon’s Elders and People with Disabilities (Margaret B.
Neal)

12: Older Driver Mobility and Retirement: Decision Points
Along the Way

(Symposium)

Older Driver Mobility and Retirement: Decision Points
Along the Way (Thomas Meuser)

Facilitating Driving Retirement: A Mobility Counseling
Paradigm for Older Adults (Marla Berg-Weger)

When the Oldest-Old are Reported as Unfit Drivers:
Medical Status, Mortality, & On-Road Performance
(Thomas Meuser)

Evidenced-Based Driving Evaluations and Dementia: An
Interdisciplinary Approach (Patricia Niewoehner)

11:45 AM - 1:15 PM

87: Measurement of older driver (Symposium)
Measurement of older driver safety: The pros and cons of
different approaches. (Michel Bedard)

An Examination of the Validity of Driving Simulators
(Michel Bedard)

The Use of In-Vehicle Video and Global Positioning
System Technology to Assess Older Drivers (Michelle
Porter)

Outcome Measures for Driving Research - Navigating
Through the Complexities (Bonnie Dobbs)

Examination of the Occupational Therapy Driving
Assessment Process (Anne Dickerson)

Congruence Between Kinematic and Evaluator Data as
an Indicator of Driving Performance (Sherrilene Classen)

5:00 -6:30 PM
TRANSPORTATION AND AGING INTEREST GROUP
MEETING AND RECEPTION***

We hope to see you there! Come to Chesapeake H-I
for refreshments and networking.
Sunday, November 23, 2008

1:15 PM - 2:45 PM

224 Transportation and Aging: Stakeholders Perspective
on Advancing Safe Mobility (Symposium)

Community stakeholders' perspectives on advancing safe

mobility of older adults (Sherrilene Classen, Lisa Molnar,
Bonnie Dobbs)

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

271: Using Naturalistic Driving to Monitor Fitness to Drive
in Early Stage Dementia: Charting New Territory
(Symposium)

271: Using Naturalistic Driving to Monitor Fitness to Drive
in Early Stage Dementia: Charting New Territory
(Symposium)

Session Coordinator: Nina Silverstein

Project Overview and Summary of Phase 1 Outcomes
(Lisa Molnar)

Overcoming the Challenges of Recruitment of Drivers
with Dementia (Geri Adler and Jeri Stroupe)

From Behavior to Instrumented Measures (David
LeBlanc)

Checking Reality with a Video Driving Summary (David
LeBlanc and David Eby)

Discussant: Mike Splaine, Director State Policy and
Advocacy Programs, Alzheimer's Association

Project Overview and Summary of Phase 1 Outcomes
(Author TBD)

Overcoming the Challenges of Recruitment of Drivers
with Dementia (Author TBD)

From Behavior to Instrumented Measures (Author TBD)
Checking Reality with a Video Driving Summary (Author
TBD)

Monday, November 24, 2008

8:00 AM - 9:30 AM

294: Driving/Biology (Papers)

Prospective Identification of Crashes in a Cohort of Older
Drivers: Self-report vs. State Records (Richard A.
Marottoli)

Transportation and Driving among Community Based
Older Adults (Desmond O'Neill)

Transportation and Driving in Longitudinal Studies on
Ageing (Mairead Bartley)

287: Mobility and Participation in Old Age (Symposium)
Fear of moving outdoors and development of outdoor
walking difficulty among older people (Manty Minna)
Cognitive functional limitations long-term stroke and
barriers for using public transport (Kerstin Wendal)
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Use of mobility devices in very old age - A European
perspective (Charlotte Lofqvist)

Systematic review of mobility device intervention
outcomes (Ase Brandt)

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

319: Driving Status and Safety (Papers)

The Impact of Driving Cessation on Older Adults May Be
Gender-Specific. (Michel Bedard)

Older Drivers: Comparison of Behavior and Comfort Level
in Sole Drivers and Couples who Both Drive (Anita
Meyers)

Further Examination of Older Drivers' Perceptions on
Self-regulation (Robin A. Blanchard)

The Impact of a Changed Residential Environment on the
Transportation Usage of Older Persons: A Longitudinal
Study (Gina Sylvestre)

The SIMARD:;: A reliable and valid in-office Screening
Tool for the Identification of Medically At-Risk Drivers
(Bonnie Dobbs)

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM

456: The Consequences and Costs of Older Driver
Difficulties and the Impact of Cognitive Interventions
(Symposium)

The Senior Driver Research Project: Prediction of at-fault
crashes and insurance claims (Virginia G. Wadley)

The Effects of the ACTIVE Cognitive Training
Interventions on Driving and Mobility (Karlene Ball)
Driving Cessation and Subsequent Health (Jerri D.
Edwards)

6:45PM-8:15PM

480: VA GRECC Symposium: The Older Driver with
Dementia; Research, Clinical and Policy Perspectives
(Symposium)

VA GRECC Symposium: The Older Driver with Dementia:
Research, Clinical and Policy Perspectives (Susan J.
Rottunda)

The Social Context for Driving Cessation (Susan Hewitt)
Perceptions of Law Enforcement and Consumers
Regarding Mandatory Driver Testing (Susan Rottunda)
Learning Strategies to Increase Provider Assessment of
Driving Related Skills (Kathy Harvath)

Clinical Screening and Evaluation of Driving in Patients
with Dementia (Carey E. Gleason)

Other Upcoming Meetings

European Demography Forum: Better societies for
families and older people Brussels, Belgium on 24-25
November 2008

The Second European Demography Forum will be held in
Brussels, Belgium on 24-25 November 2008. It will
provide policy makers and stakeholders with the
opportunity to discuss recent developments and good
practices in the fields of active ageing and family policies.
During the two days, six workshops will be organized
around these themes. The agenda includes :

Keynote speeches :
1 Wolfgang Lutz on recent demographic
developments
1 llona Kickbusch on the needs of an ageing
population
1 Gagsta Esping-Andersen on the modernisation
of family policies

Parallel workshops :

In each workshop one example of good practice will be
presented by a representative of a European country.
Representatives of other countries, stakeholders and
academic experts will then be invited to discuss the
presented approach.

Workshops on family policies :
Including one on age-friendly environments : Support for
Independent Living

Workshops on adaptation to the needs of an ageing
society :
9 Public policy support to promote volunteering by
senior citizens
1 Equal sharing of family responsibilities between
women and men
1 Employment of older people : increasing activity
and social integration

Policy Makers'Roundtable :
Is Europe prepared for the demographic transition?
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More information: Address: European Commission
Conference Centre Charlemagne building, Rue de la Loi
170, 1040

Pre-registration form for expressing your interest in
participating in the 2008 Demography Forum

http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/spsi/events en.ht
m

ASA/NCOA Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, Nevada,
March 15-19 2009

Details on all the transportation programs and activities
for this conference is currently unavailable but will be sent
to those on this mailing list when it becomes available.
Below is one of the key transportation set of
presentations.

Senior Transportation: Putting the Pieces Together
Overview

Accessible transportation options for older adults and
their caregivers are critical lifelines that enhance quality of
life and independence. The National Center on Senior
Transportation (NCST), a partnership between Easter
Seals and the National Association of Area Agencies on
Aging, has been established to provide technical
assistance, training, and resources to increase these
options affording older adults the ability to remain actively
engaged in their neighborhoods and communities.
Building from “United We Ride’s” core philosophy of
coordination and collaboration, this NCST-sponsored
Senior Transportation track is designed to begin to “put
the pieces” together highlighting a constellation of
services and supports ranging from older driver safety
related research to finding transportation solutions for
rural/frontier regions, from the increasing role of
technology to creative deployment of volunteers. This
program will have the following sessions.

Senior Transportation: Putting the Pieces Together
90 Minute Session

Grounded in the transportation-related struggles faced by
literally thousands of older adults and family caregivers

across the U.S., this session begins by examining federal
transportation initiatives that impact senior transportation

including: “United We Ride” and the partnership between
the Administration on Aging (AoA) and the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA). Funded by FTA, the National
Center on Senior Transportation (NCST) has emerged as
a valuable resource for professionals across the aging
network. Services and supports available thru the NCST
will be highlighted. In addition, there are a number of
major forces, such as rising gas prices and new
leadership at the federal level that will have a significant
impact upon senior transportation. A “panel of pundits”
will then provide their commentary and insights as we
look towards what the future holds.

Moderator: Greg Link

Speakers:Jed Johnson & Virginia Dize; John Eberhard
Panelists: Santo Grande, Traci McClellan, Stephan Kline,
Gail Hunt

Senior Transportation: From Research to Practice
60 Minute Session

While many questions remain unanswered, there is an
emerging body of older adult transportation-related
research that is being translated into practice. This
session begins by examining the significant transportation
needs identified by caregivers. A state level study of
systems change suggests that there is a relationship
between state initiatives in long-term care reform and
state efforts to expand transportation options for older
adults through transportation coordination policy and
practice. Key elements of this study will be shared as
well as a synopsis of what other researchers suggest are
the most salient elements of a successful focus on older
adult transportation alternatives.

i\/loderator: Gail Hunt
Speakers: Mary Leary, Amy Horowitz, Joann Reinhardt

Senior Transportation: Technology-related Initiatives
60 Minute Session

For many, technology can be both a bane as well as a
blessing. In addition to providing a broad overview of the
variety of technological innovations, this session features
three technology-related initiatives that have enhanced
older adult transportation services at the local level. As
part of the Mobility Services for All Americans (MSAA)


https://secure.destree.be/ei/getdemo.ei?id=177&s=_1T40OMY0C
https://secure.destree.be/ei/getdemo.ei?id=177&s=_1T40OMY0C
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/spsi/events_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/spsi/events_en.htm
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initiative, Aiken, SC has shown how collaboration
combined with technology can result in better and more
effective transportation for all consumers. The use of
web-based routing/scheduling software in Southwest
Michigan has resulted in enhanced coordination between
senior and transportation agencies in a multi-county area,
leading to greater service efficiency and improvements in
service delivery. At the other end of the technology
spectrum, through the use of cell phone technology in
Pittsburgh, PA, customer satisfaction has been enhanced
through a phone call made shortly before the driver's
arrival, thus reducing waiting time and frustration for both
passengers and drivers.

Moderator: Santo Grande, Director, Delmarva Community
Services, Cambridge, MD

Speakers:

Greg Link, U.S. Administration on Aging

Karen Hoesch, Executive Director, ACCESS
Transportation Systems, Pittsburgh, PA

K. John Egelhaaf, Executive Director, Southwest
Michigan Planning Commission, Benton Harbor, MI

Senior Transportation: Meeting Challenges & Leveraging
Opportunities
60 Minute Session

Whether it is the vast distances across rural/frontier
America, the increasing diversity in culture and language,
or the financial hardships as a result of the economic
downturn; communities are rising to the challenge and
leveraging opportunities to meet older adult transportation
needs in some innovative ways. This session showcases
the experiences of tribal governments and Title VI
programs in addressing the transportation needs of
American Indian elders challenged by vast distances
between elders and essential services, high poverty rates,
a lack of infrastructure, high gas prices and competing
priorities and will provide attendees with case examples
of solutions and strategies that have worked.

Moderator & Speaker: Traci McClellan, Executive
Director, National Indian Council on Aging and Member,
American Indian Elder Mobility Advisory Group

Senior Transportation: Vital Role of Volunteers

60 Minute Session

Volunteers are often the backbone of senior
transportation programs, especially in areas where public
transit is limited or non-existent. Volunteers not only drive
seniors, keeping them connected to essential services
and community activities, but may provide needed one-
on-one assistance to frail elders for whom public transit is
not a viable option or assist elders to use the public transit
system, opening up this option to elders who otherwise
might find it intimidating. This session will present the
experiences of programs that use volunteers to expand
transportation options and will include discussion of
recruitment and retention challenges and solutions.

Moderator: Stephan Kline, United Jewish Communities

Speakers:

Annette Sandler, Supervisor, Senior Programs, Jewish
Family and Children’s Service of Minneapoalis,
Minnetonka, MN

Other Speakers TBA

The Ageing Eye Conference 2009 in Bonn, Germany,
on 20-21 March 2009
Focus : Visual impairment and degeneration

The major blinding eye diseases in all populations of
European origin are age-related macular degeneration
and glaucoma. These disorders typically affect the
elderly. Their prevalence will further increase
dramatically as the populations age. However, the
knowledge of these ageing eye diseases is very limited,
their socio-economic impact is under-estimated and their
pathogenesis is poorly understood. Research into their
prevention and treatment continues to suffer from
fragmentation. The Ageing Eye Conference 2009 in Bonn,
Germany, on 20-21 March 2009 will address these
questions and bring together key scientists from basic
and applied research. The preliminary agendais :
1. Global perspective for causes for worldwide
blindness
2. Fundamental processes of ageing and
rejuvenation
3. Age-related Macular Degeneration (AMD)
4. Glaucoma
5. Socio-economic impact of ageing eye diseases
and visual rehabilitation
6. Overview



Transportation Research Board November 2008

More info : Dr Hendrik Scholl, email : augenklinik@uni-
bonn.de

This conference is part of the European research project
EuroVisionNet which aims to link the research activities
and policies of the European vision research community
and to overcome the national fragmentation, thus
becoming an essential instrument for vision research in
the 21st century. Itis a four-year project, led by the
European Vision Institute with nine participants from
seven countries. It will address four objectives :
1. scientific integration of European vision research
2. collaboration between public and private sectors
3. the needs of the European vision community by
means of policies and guidelines
4. improve the communication between
researchers, patients and the general public.

More information: www.eurovisionnet.eu

i-CREATe “Accessible Tourism" Convention
Singapore 22 - 26 April, 2009

i-CREATe is proud to announce her 3rd premier
convention (http://icreate.start-centre.com/icreate2009).
The convention is dedicated to promote aging and
disabilities technologies and to improve the lives of those
with developmental and disabilities, their families and
professionals who work with them. The 2009 theme
"Accessible Tourism" promotes accessibility for all with
the adoption of universal design, where assistive
technologies will be used and introduced in the
environment to improve accessible tourism.

Building on the success of her previous convention in
2007 (http://www.start-centre.com/i-create2007) and 2008
(http://www.start-centre.com/i-create2008/index.php),
which were graced by Her Royal Highness Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindorn, Thailand, i-CREATe2009 is
expecting a bigger convention with over 500 delegates at
the conference and workshops (Please note that all
accepted full conference papers will be published and
indexed in ACM Digital Library and Compendex ElI.
Selected best papers will also be included in the Special
Issue of Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive
Technology Journal published by Taylor & Francis

(http://www.informaworld.com/smpp!/title~db=all~content=
t741771157~tab=issueslist).

There will also be a 3 days exhibition running alongside
with the conference and will be opened to trade and
public.

Into the 2nd installment of the Student Design Challenge,
i-CREATe aims to give our next generation a better
understanding of disabilities and how using assistive and
rehabilitation technologies can help to improve the quality
of life for person with disabilities. This challenge will
provide a good platform for students to demonstrate their
problem solving and design skills in an international
challenge against their peers.

i-CREATe is honored to have the strong support of Her
Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn,
Thailand who will be gracing the event for the 3rd
consecutive year.

We hope that you will encourage you, your colleagues
and peers to submit papers and actively publish and
support this event.

Thank you for your support in the convention and your
promotion of worldwide technical exchanges in ART.

We look forward to meeting with you at i-CREATe2009,
Singapore.

IMPORTANT DATES

Submission of Paper / Proposal 12 Jan 2009
Notification of Acceptance 23 Feb 2009
Submission of Final Manuscript 23 Mar 2009
http://icreate.start-centre.com/icreate2009

AOTA Annual Conference and Expo
Houston Texas April 23-26, 2009.

AOTA'’S annual conference will present many activities of
interest to those involved and the older driver and senior
mobility areas.

Elin Schold Davis, CarFit Instructor, will be offering a
CarFit Technician Training for occupational therapists as
a pre-conference institute on Wednesday April 22" and
the Event Coordinator training as a conference session
on Thursday. See www.aota.org for registration
information. The AOTA Older Driver Initiative will host an


mailto:augenklinik@uni-bonn.de
mailto:augenklinik@uni-bonn.de
http://www.eurovisionnet.eu/
http://icreate.start-centre.com/icreate2009
http://www.start-centre.com/i-create2007/
http://www.start-centre.com/i-create2007
http://www.start-centre.com/i-create2008/index.php
http://www.start-centre.com/i-create2008/index.php
http://www.kanchanapisek.or.th/biography/sirindhorn/index.en.html
http://www.kanchanapisek.or.th/biography/sirindhorn/index.en.html
http://www.kanchanapisek.or.th/biography/sirindhorn/index.en.html
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~db=all~content=t741771157~tab=issueslist
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~db=all~content=t741771157~tab=issueslist
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~db=all~content=t741771157~tab=issueslist
http://www.aota.org/
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exhibit in The Transportation Zone of the Expo with the
goal of sharing resources. Those interested in making
information available to the Expo Attendees are invited to
contact Elin Schold Davis at escholddavis@aota.org for
more information.

Poster

Are We Ready?: Occupational Therapists’ Competence in
Off-Road Assessments of Older Drivers

PO 154

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Thursday, April 23, 2009 1:00:00 PM -
3:00:00 PM

Presenter: Jane P. Rues, OTR, EdD, FAOTA*; Amy B.
Broadhurst; Kara E. Schrenk; Lisa M. Trott; Cindy R.
Woodroof. , Rockhurst University, Kansas City, MO

Comparing Two Simple Brake Reaction Timers: Results
of a Study

PO 155

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Thursday, April 23, 2009 1:00:00 PM -
3:00:00 PM

Presenter: Anne Dickerson, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA*; Daryl
Bourgeois; Timothy Reistetter, PhD, OTRIL. , East
Carolina University, Greenville, NC

Older Adult Participants’ Perceptions of the Usefulness of
CarfFit

PO 256

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Friday, April 24, 2009 8:30:00 AM -
10:30:00 AM

Presenter: Anne Elizabeth Dickerson, PhD, OTRIL,
FAOTA?*; Jane Painter, EdD; Courtney Cosentino;
Kimberly Hocking; lesha Hernandez. , East Carolina
University, Greenville, NC

Evidence-Based Decisions on Driver Licensing
Guidelines

PO 321

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Friday, April 24, 2009 1:30:00 PM -
3:30:00 PM

Presenter: Wendy Stav, PhD, OTR/L, SCDCM; Laura
Cheney*. , Towson University, Towson, MD
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Using CarFit To Introduce Occupational Therapy
Students to Community-Based Practice: Faculty,
Clinician, and Student Perspectives

PO 327

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Friday, April 24, 2009 1:30:00 PM -
3:30:00 PM

Presenter: Lynne M. Anderson, MS, OTR/L*; Stacy L.
Smallfield, DrOT, OTRIL; Lisa L. Wixon, MS, OTRIL;
Tiffany Murtha. , The University of South Dakota,
Vermillion, SD

Evidence-Based Recommendations for Addressing
Gender Differences in Driving Self-Regulation or
Cessation by Older Adults

PO 355

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Friday, April 24, 2009 1:30:00 PM -
3:30:00 PM

Presenter Sandra M. Winter, MS, OTR/L*; Christy M.
Morgan, MHSA, OTRIL. , University of Florida,
Gainesville, FL

The Face Validity of Fitness-to-Drive Tests and Their
Impact on Confidence in a Driving Evaluation Clinic

PO 455

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Saturday, April 25, 2009 9:30:00 AM -
11:30:00 AM

Presenter: Jami Croston, OTD*; Patricia M. Niewoehner,
OTRIL, CDRS. , Washington University in St. Louis
Program in Occupational Therapy, Saint Louis, MO

Transporting Children With Special Health Care Needs--A
Comparison of Recommendations and Practice

PO 556

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Saturday, April 25, 2009 1:30:00 PM -
3:30:00 PM

Presenter: Janell Yonkman, MSOTR?*. , National Center
for the Safe Transportation of Children with Special
Healthcare Needs, Indianapolis, IN

Pre-Conference Institute

CarFit Technician Training
S 001


mailto:escholddavis@aota.org
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Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Wednesday, April 22, 2009 12:00:00 PM -
6:30:00 PM

Presenter:Elin Schold Davis*; Ann Dickerson, PhD,
OTRIL, FAQOTA,; Felicia Chew, MS, OTRIL. , American
Occupational Therapy Association, Bethesda, MD

Research Paper

Clinical Evidence-Based Guidelines for Assessing Driving
Performance Among People With Traumatic Brain Injury
PA 126

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Thursday, April 23, 2009 2:30:00 PM -
3:00:00 PM

Presenter: Sherrilene Classen, PhD, MPH, OTRI/L*. ,
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL

Short Course

Project Care-a-Van: A Community-Based Older Driver
Safety Initiative

SC 122

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Thursday, April 23, 2009 12:30:00 PM -
2:00:00 PM

Presenter: Greshundria Manik Raines, OTD, MPA,
OTRI/L*; Jewell J. Dickson, MPH, OTRIL, ATP. , Alabama
State University, Montgomery, AL

The Future of Medical Fitness To Drive--Linking Evidence
and Practice

SC 221

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Friday, April 24, 2009 1:30:00 PM -
3:00:00 PM

Presenter: Peggy P. Barco, MS, OTR/L, BSW*; Holly
Hollingsworth, PhD; Steven Ice, MOT, OTR/L; David Carr,
MD. , Washington University Program in Occupational
Therapy, St. Louis, MO

Putting Education Into Practice Through a Community-
University Partnership: A Good "Fit" For CarFit.

SC 319

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Saturday, April 25, 2009 1:30:00 PM -
3:00:00 PM
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Presenter: Diana M. Reichenbach, MOT, OTR/L*; Joy
Lisak, MS, OTRI/L. , Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA

Older Driver Curriculum for State Highway Patrol Driver
Examiners and Troopers

SC 335

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Saturday, April 25, 2009 3:30:00 PM -
5:00:00 PM

Presenter: Patricia M. Niewoehner, OTR/L, CDRS*; David
B. Carr, MD; Marla L. Berg-Weger, PhD, LCSW; Thomas
M. Meuser, PhD. , VA Medical Center, St. Louis, MO

Workshop

CarFit Event Coordinator Training

WS 100

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Thursday, April 23, 2009 8:30:00 AM -
11:30:00 AM

Presenter: Elin Schold Davis*; Anne Dickerson, PhD,
OTRIL, FAQTA,; Felicia Chew, MS, OTRIL. , AOTA,
Edina, MN

Safe Travel for All Children: Implementing Best Practice
in Transporting Children With Special Healthcare Needs
in Child Restraints and Wheelchairs

WS 105

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Thursday, April 23, 2009 8:30:00 AM -
11:30:00 AM

Presenter: Janell Yonkman, MS, OTR, CPST; Laura W.
Novak, MS, OTR, CPST*. , National Center for Safe
Transportation of Children with Special Needs,
Indianapolis, IN

Senior Mobility Choices: National Speakers Identify
Opportunities for Funding, Program Development, and
Education

WS 201

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Friday, April 24, 2009 8:00:00 AM -
11:00:00 AM

Presenter: Elin Schold Davis*; Essie Wagner; Lisa
Tucker; Nina Silverstein, PhD; Helen Kerschner, PhD. ,
AOTA, Edina, MN
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Older Driver Initiative: Successes and Barriers to
Expanding Driving Rehabilitation Services

WS 300

Driving & Community Mobility

Session Time: Saturday, April 25, 2009 8:00:00 AM -
11:00:00 AM

Presenter: Elin Schold Davis*; Wendy Stav, PhD, OTRIL,
SCDCM; Holly Alexander, OTR/L, CDRS; Susan Pierce,
OTRIL, CDRS, SCDCM,; Essie Wagner; Joseph
Langhauser. , American Occupational Therapy
Association, Bethesda, MD

Safe mobility of older drivers is prominently
scheduled at the 21t World Congress of ITMA in the
Hague, 26-29 April 2009.

The 21t World Congress of the International Traffic
Medicine Association (ITMA) has as its motto “Safe
Mobility for Young and Old” There is particular emphasis
on assessment and rehabilitation (training, aids,
technology) of older drivers with visual and cognitive
impairments (including medication) with special symposia
about driver rehabilitation and support, driving simulators
in traffic medicine, and on-road tests of fitness to drive
(practical fitness to drive). An exquisite selection of
experts have already accepted the invitation to give
speeches and present their scientific views on reducing
crashes and injuries world wide and on keeping older and
impaired drivers independently mobile and safe.

A Leonard Evans, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, USA:
“Improving Safety of Older Road users Even
While Ignoring Them”

A Sherrilene Classen, Gainesville, Florida, USA:
“Neurological Conditions and Driving
Performance”

A Brian Ott, Providence, Rhode Island, USA:
“Driving Assessment of the Cognitively Impaired
Driver”

A Ralf Risser, Vienna, Austria : "Methodology and
validity of on-road assessment of driving
performance”

A Daniel Cox, Charlottesville Virginia, USA:
“Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder and
Adolescent Drivers: Driving risk and risk
management”
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Han de Gier, Groningen, the Netherlands:
(Medicinal drugs and driving)

Don Fisher, Amherst, Massachusetts, USA:
(Driving Simulators in Traffic Medicine)
Gunnar Jenssen, Trondheim, Norway: (Visual
Imairments and Driving)

Zheng guo-Wang, Chongqing, China : (Traffic
Safety in China)

> > > >

Invitation

The International Traffic Medicine Association (ITMA)
aims to increase and spread scientific knowledge about
reducing road traffic crashes, injuries and fatalities, and
about enhancing safe outside-mobility for impaired
persons.

The ITMA organizes world congresses covering all areas
of Traffic Medicine and its associated disciplines. The
motto of the 21stinternational congress is safe mobility for
young and old. Safe mobility is important at any age but
the major issues of traffic medicine are associated with
the upper and lower end of the (adult) age distribution. In
both cases, important elements of the problem concern
brain, behavior and learning, but the causes and solutions
of the problems are quite different.

The ITMA congress is of interest to a wide range of
professionals involved in medical, behavioral and
technical aspects of Road Safety and Driver
Rehabilitation. This includes medical doctors,
psychologists, occupational therapists, car-adaptation
experts, engineers, policy makers and many others.

Program Topics
Papers from all areas of Traffic Medicine and related
disciplines are welcomed but issues that will get special
attention are:
9 Safety and mobility of older drivers
9 Drivers with neurological disorders
9 Drivers with aging related disorders
and impairments
9 Effects of poly-pharmacy
9 Driver rehabilitation and support
9 Young drivers and brain development
9 Driving simulators in Traffic Medicine
9 On-road tests of fitness to drive (practical fitness
to drive)
1 Traffic safety in developing countries
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9 Crash investigation
9 Data sources and registration systems for
crashes and injuries.

The venue for the Congress will be the Museum voor

Communicatie which is beautifully situated in the center of

The Hague at the start of the old road connecting the
Hague with the sea shore at Scheveningen
(approximately 5 km).

Significant Dates

Please note the following in your calendar:

Full details will be posted on the website

Call for Abstracts: Open (see website)

Abstract Deadline: December 1, 2008

Registration open: October 15, 2008

Deadline Early Bird Registration: January 15, 2009
Congress starts: April 26, 2009

For more information go to: www.trafficmedicine.org

4th International Confere nc e o n
Transportation October 27-30, 2009 Irvine, California

The Transportation Research Board of the National
Academies is organizing the Fourth International
Conference on Women's Issues in Transportation. The
aim is to add substantially to the research base on
women’s transportation issues that has been developed
over the past four decades, to take stock of its current
status, and to identify future research needs.

This conference is designed to enhance and enrich
understanding of gender differences in access, mobility,
safety, and personal security needs and to provide more
and better information, insight, and guidance on
developing transportation services and programs to
promote equitable and sustainable access and safe
mobility. The focus is on women’s issues, as gender has
often been ignored in transportation systems planning
and implementation.

The conference will provide an international forum
for information sharing and for presenting the latest
research findings and policy analyses. The program
will feature international officials, keynote speakers,
researchers, and practitioners focusing on key areas

Wo me n

13

in transportation planning and safety, changing
demographics, extreme events, and personal security
issues that affect women travelers.

The Conference Planning Committee invites abstracts
for papers that address one or more of the five

main themes of the conference:

« Safety (e.g., gender differences in driving

patterns, crash patterns, and self-regulation

patterns across generations; women’s

vulnerability in crashes; safety of pregnant

drivers; women’s ergonomic needs in relation to
design features of the different modes)

« Travel Behavior and Planning (e.g., gender
differences in travel behavior, attitudes, and
preferences; differential responses to land use

a and transportation planning; social justice and
equity; citizen participation; transportation and
public health concerns)

+ Changing Demographics (e.g., the relationship

of travel to household size and composition,

income dispardies, iminigfation, age, ethnicity,

race, and disability)

+ Crime and Personal Security (e.g., gender
differences in response to actual and perceived
crime, harassment, and security in various travel
modes; impact of design features on crime

prevention and reduction)

* Extreme Events (e.g., gender differences in
preparedness for hurricanes, earthquakes, or

terrorist attacks; emergency response and risk

Preparations for Transed 2010, Hong Kong

Mabel Chau and Benny Cheung gave a presentation on
preparations for the 2010 Transed to be held on Hong
Kong. She made the following key points:

Speakers will be invited for the key plenary topics. Sub-
committee members were invited to suggest speakers.
The theme will be sustainable transport and travel for all
and there will be four main topics:

1 Economics of accessibility (including
affordability)
9 Environmental concerns and new technology
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9 Accessibility concerns and solutions for people
with cognitive and sensory impairments
T Accessible tourism.
The Conference would be held from June 14t — 20t
2010.

Registration fees will be kept at a reasonable level (below
that of Transed 2007) to meet the needs of delegates
from Asia. The aim is for 800 participants and 80
exhibitors. The intent is to have four plenary sessions
and 40 parallel sessions. The goal is to accept 300
abstracts. There will be pre-conference workshops
which would deliver hands on training on a range of
topics. There would be a pre-conference tour of
accessible transport facilities in Hong Kong. There would
be post-conference tours, including options of visiting
Beijing and Macau. There would be parallel exhibitions

The event would be held in English and Chinese but large
delegations would be invited to contribute to the cost of
providing additional language interpretation (for example
Japanese).

The first Announcement and Call for Papers would be in
April 2008. Event sponsors would be sought and the sub-
committee were invited to help identify potential sponsors.
10 travel scholarships would be awarded.

The first Announcement and Call for Papers was in April
2008. Event sponsors would be sought and the sub-
committee were invited to help identify potential sponsors.
10 travel scholarships would be awarded.

Past Meeting worth noting

Conference "Impact of Changing Demographics on
the Transportation System"
TRB Conference "Impact of Changing Demographics on
the Transportation System" was held October 27-28,
2008 at the Keck Center in Washington, D.C. The
conference was chaired by Joe Coughlin, the Director of
the New England University Transportation Center and
AgeLab at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
The Research and Innovative Technology Administration
at USDOT was the sponsor of the conference. Over 100
people participated at the conference which had four key
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themes: gender, immigration, aging, and race/ethnicity. It
was exciting to have a conference with a focus on these
topics which are often ignored in typical transportation
meetings.

The proceedings will be issued as a TR-E-circular, and a
TR News magazine focusing on the conference. A
research agenda was developed based on presentations
and discussion groups. There will be special session
dedicated to this conference at the annual TRB meeting
in January: Session: TPS-09-005.

http://www.trb.org/calendar/past_events.asp

New/On-Going Research

Cal i f elrineira’Psi |30t : Wh a ¢t
Tier Pilot?

Bayliss J. Camp, Ph.D.

The California Department of Motor Vehicles (CA DMV) is
currently in the midst of a large-scale prospective
investigation of several promising new methods of
screening drivers for driving-relevant physical, cognitive,
and visual limitations.* The overall purpose of 3-Tier is to
compare the effectiveness of these assessment methods
with current CA DMV policies and procedures for license
renewal and regulation. In keeping with the department’s
mandate to improve safety for the drivers of the state’s
roads, effectiveness will be measured first and foremost
in terms of reducing motor vehicle crashes and traffic
violations, as well as extending safe driving years for all
drivers. Along with these outcome measures CA DMV is
examining a host of process measures. These include
not just the expected costs of potential implementation,
but also surveying pilot participants on their views of the
3-Tier process, identifying operational and methodological
issues of concern, and highlighting any additional
potential benefits of the 3-Tier process that are in line with
CA DMV’s commitment to excellence in public service.
CA DMV Research and Development will publish its
findings on these questions in a series of reports and
articles over the coming months and years, as mandated
in part by the authorizing statute for the 3-Tier Pilot
(California Vehicle Code Section 1659.9).

Size and Scope of California’s 3-Tier Pilot

S

happ
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For a period of several months (June through December
of 2007), 3-Tier procedures were introduced in six CA
DMV field offices in Northern California. All customers
renewing their basic (non-commercial) driver license in
person at these offices — and who were required
according to current law and DMV policy to re-take the
written knowledge test of the rules of the road — were
enrolled in the pilot and assessed according to the 3-Tier
Process. The pilot population was thus quite diverse. It
included drivers of any age with two or more recent at-
fault crashes, a DUI conviction, or one or more negligent
operator “points” on their record (for, for instance, certain
types of traffic violations); all drivers aged 70 or older,
drivers with limited-term licenses related to various kinds
of progressive vision disorders; and finally, a number of
drivers who, because of a referral for some type of
physical or mental condition, were required by CA DMV’s
Driver Safety Branch to demonstrate their ability to drive
safely.

All of these customers were assessed according to the
first tier of the 3-Tier system, which comprised a handful
of basic screening tests for physical, cognitive, and visual
conditions that might affect driving. About 12,000 drivers
were assessed according to Tier 1. If a customer had no
identifiable driving-relevant limitations, they then took the
written test of the rules of the road and, assuming they
passed on that, had their license renewed. Most drivers
participating in the 3-Tier process passed Tier 1 with
ease.

Those customers who were flagged as having one or
more potential driving-relevant limitations were also
assessed according to Tier 2 of the process. This
included a short, simple, computer-based test of visual
perception speed: the Perceptual Response Test, or PRT.
This is one component of the Useful Field of View (UFOV)
battery of visual and cognitive health assessment
screens. Approximately 3,000 customers were assessed
at Tier 2 of the process. For many, this concluded their
participation in the pilot as they passed the written law
test and renewed their license.

If a customer was flagged as having more serious driving-
relevant limitations, they were assessed according to Tier
3 of the process. This included receiving a substantial
amount of education directed toward the improvement of
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driving skills. The education included both written and
video-based materials, and was discussed in an extended
conversation with a DMV field office manager or drive-test
examiner. Roughly 1,000 customers were assessed at
Tier 3 of the process; among these, some were also
required to take an on-road drive test. Nearly all Tier 3
customers renewed their license after successfully
demonstrating their ability to drive safely.

In addition to those participants processed for license
renewal as part of the pilot, DMV collected information for
a sample of comparable drivers who did not participate in
the pilot. This group — referred to as the “baseling”
population — renewed their licenses at the same six field
offices some months prior to the pilot period. They were
“3-Tier eligible” in the sense that they would have
participated in the study had they renewed during the
pilot; as it was, they were processed according to current
(non-3-Tier) CA DMV procedures.

A Look Ahead at the Analytic Agenda

The 3-Tier pilot thus incorporates a multi-faceted quasi-
experimental prospective investigation of driving
competency assessment, using a rich and complex
dataset collected in a real-time field setting. The analysis
of the data collected during the pilot will follow a number
of lines of study, organized into two main reports: the
“Process Analysis” and the “Outcome Analysis.” In
addition to these, Research and Development may
publish research findings related to 3-Tier in the form of
articles and reports for both the general public and more
technical audiences.

Broadly speaking, the Process Analysis Report (which will
be published in the fall of 2009) will cover those analyses
necessary to understanding what occurred during the pilot
itself. This report is also intended to provide some of the
information necessary to prepare for statewide
implementation — should that be deemed appropriate after
the publication of the Outcome Analysis. The Process
Analysis will include, among other questions, the following
topics: what was necessary to prepare for the pilot
(meetings with stakeholders, new equipment, training of
staff and managers, etc.)? How much did the pilot cost?
How did the pilot affect DMV staff workload in comparison
with current procedures? What kinds of measures were
necessary to ensure quality control? How many
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customers participated in both the pilot and baseline, and
what was their distribution among various outcomes
(licensure, written test results, drive tests, etc.)? What did
customers think of 3-Tier after having participated in the
pilot? What were the main threats to methodological
validity that we can identify and control? How can CA
DMV best prepare for potential implementation?

Much of the data to answer these questions was collected
during the pilot itself and consists of individual-level
information on the assessment screen outcomes, a
survey of driving habits, written rules-of-the-road and
driving test results, and medical reports related to visual
health, not to mention such data as are contained in the
driver record database on crashes and violations. In
addition, CA DMV conducted a brief follow-up survey of 3-
Tier customers to assess their perceptions of and
attitudes towards this new assessment system. In order
to answer some of the organizational questions regarding
changes to workload and the like, DMV Research and
Development surveyed participating staff and managers,
and then complemented this with a follow-up set of
interviews with a stratified sub-sample of those who
worked on the project.

The Outcome Analysis Report will cover those analyses
necessary to judge the effectiveness of the 3-Tier
Process for prospectively identifying at-risk drivers. Each
of the individual assessment tools incorporated into the 3-
Tier system has shown promise in prior small-scale
studies and in clinical settings; however, this is the first
large-scale agency-setting test of this kind of tiered
system of driving competency assessment in California.
DMV Research and Development will examine the
following kinds of questions in the Outcome Analysis:
what kind of predictive power does each individual
assessment and education tool have for identifying
drivers at risk for crashes and violations? What kind of
predictive power does the combination of various
assessment and education tools have? What was the
study design effect of participation in the pilot on driver
behavior? Because 3-Tier involves a prospective (rather
than retrospective) design, this analysis must wait for a
reasonable amount of time — in this case two years — for
drivers to accumulate crashes and violations on their
records. Thus, as required by the authorizing statute, the
Outcome Analysis will be submitted to the California State
Legislature in December of 2011.
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Analyses Conducted So Far; What Can We Expect at
TRB?

Although the Outcome Report analyses cannot be
conducted for some months yet, still we can share some
of the findings collected so far for the Process Analysis.
This will form the substance of a presentation to be given
at TRB’s Annual Meeting in January. Specifically, the
principal investigator for the project will discuss some of
the data collected from the customer survey, as well as
from the staff surveys and interviews. Results from the
customer survey indicate remarkably high levels of
acceptance of the 3-Tier system across multiple
dimensions including simplicity, fairness, and potential for
improving traffic safety.

Some preliminary results from the staff surveys and
interviews will also be shared, with attention to two
questions: what can DMV staff tell us about the
implementation of the various 3-Tier process elements,
and what do staff think, normatively speaking, about the
project as a whole? Overall, results here suggest strong
commitment to the goals of 3-Tier — especially the pilot’s
potential for improving drivers’ skills through education,
but also the possibility of providing health-related referral
services for DMV customers. Moreover, a number of
respondents noted a positive degree of excitement at
being part of a department that is leading the nation in
research on traffic safety: as stated by one participant:
“You know...I think one of the real positive aspects of this
was that the California Department of Motor Vehicles is
trying to make a difference in today’s day and age.”
These findings will, obviously, shape future training of
departmental personnel — especially where positive job
duties and commitments can be tied to this core
organizational mission for the California DMV.

*see Marowitz, L. (“Three Tiers for Traffic Safety”) in the
May 2008 edition of the TRB Newsletter for a detailed
description of these new assessment screening tools.

For more information contact:

Bayliss J. Camp, Ph.D.

Research Program Specialist Il
California Department of Motor Vehicles
2570 Twenty-fourth Street M/S H126
Sacramento, CA 95818

(916) 657-7032

bcamp@dmv.ca.gov



mailto:bcamp@dmv.ca.gov

Transportation Research Board November 2008

University Of Florida

Funded Projects in Older Driver Research

(R21) 1R21AG031717-01 (Classen)  5/01/2008 -
04/30/2010

Title: Community Participation in Developing a Measure
for Safe Older Driver Behaviors. Using converging
evidence and community participation we will develop and
pilot test a safe driving behaviors measure for older adults
with potential for public health application.

PS# 00071359 PHHP Model Demonstration Project
(Shechtman, Classen) 01/01/2008 - 12/31/2009

Title: Identifying the Critical Driving Errors from the Florida
Traffic Crash Records Database to Inform Occupational
Therapy Driving Practice.

We have determined which errors are predictive of
crashes (using a public health database, the 2005 Florida
Traffic Crash Records Database) and which errors are
predictive of failing a driving test (using the NODRTC
2005-2007 database which consists of actual driving
errors of older drivers performing a driving test). We have
compared the driving errors that are cited as causing
crashes to current driving evaluation practices and made
recommendations for improving the assessment
procedures of older drivers. Three manuscripts are in
preparation.

Update of doctoral dissertations at UF:

Promoting Older Driver Safety: Impact of Driving
Rehabilitation Specialist Recommendations on Older
Adults’ Driving Performance Christina Posse, OT:
(Mentors: Mann, Dobbs, McCarthy). Cristina Posse
completed her doctoral dissertation. The study evaluated
common and recalled driving rehabilitation specialists’
(DRS) recommendations for older drivers in order to
determine best practices for DRS and delineate important
components of driving performance and older drivers’
safety. Common driving recommendations were
examined for a sample of 118 older adults who had a
clinical and road test driving assessment. Overall, 22% of
drivers (n=26) had recommendations to avoid driving
conditions (i.e., night, high traffic); 78% (n=92) had driving
behavior recommendations such as increasing the
following distance, scanning, or signaling; 22.9% (n=27)
had recommendations to take a driving course or read a
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driver's handbook, and 11.9% (n=14) had
recommendations to take behind-the-wheel training. The
results showed different patterns of recommendations for
unsafe and safe drivers. After 2.5 years, 65 participants
completed a telephone interview and approximately 80%
recalled driving recommendations provided to them by the
DRS, with recall of recommendations mainly related to
driving behaviors and avoidance of conditions. At follow-
up, driving habits of participants did not differ by driving
performance classification (unsafe, safe with
recommendations, and safe). Over time, older adults
reduced the days driven per week, but were making more
trips, going more places, and driving more miles,
suggesting the value and preference for the car as the
main means of transportation.

Community participation in item development: measuring
safe driving behavior in older adults Sandra Winter,
OTR/L: (Mentors: Classen, Bedard, Velozo, Rosenbeck,
Lutz). Ms. Winter’s dissertation, is part of the grant
“Community Participation in Developing a Measure for
Safe Older Driver Behaviors’(Classen, Pl). Currently,
Sandra is conducting a content validity study of the Safe
Driving Behavior Measure (SDBM) items, working with
the grant team and 4 expert raters. Sandra will also
moderate focus groups with older drivers, family members
and caregivers as well as interviews with community
partners to discuss safe driving and refine items for the
SDBM.

Update of undergraduate senior honors theses at UF:
Vision and driving in the older adult
Molly Grossman: (Mentors: Classen, McCarthy).

Cognition and driving in the older adult

Kelli Mason: (Mentors: Classen, McCarthy)

This study research question asks: Is there a significant
relationship between the modified Telephone Interview of
Cognitive Status and particular driving errors? The goal
will be to use an existing database of older drivers'
performance on the TICS-M and a behind-the-wheel road
test to determine if the TICS-M has the ability to predict
certain driving errors. It will be compared to the commonly
used Mini-Mental State Examination.
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Florida International University:

Dennis P McCarthy, PhD has recently been made an
Assistant Professor in the Occupational Therapy
Department, College of Nursing and Health Sciences.

Under Dr. McCarthy the Florida International University’s
(FIU) Occupational Therapy (OT) Department is
becoming involved with the safe mobility of Miami-Dade
County’s elderly travelers. He has recently obtained
resources to enable Year 2 Master’s students to conduct
research to determine the transportation habits of this
culturally diverse Miami-Dade County’s population. They
will determine the community’s trends for use of the
automobile, public transport, and other methods of
transportation including informal transportation options
and walking as transportation. Results will be
disseminated by summer of 2009.

In addition, the OT Department, in conjunction with The
Alliance for Aging, Inc., and the Area Agency for Aging for
Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties, are holding CarFit
events at the FIU University Park campus. Occupational
therapy students are being trained as CarFit technicians
to check the “fit” between Miami’s elder drivers and their
cars.

Michigan Center For Advancing Safe Transportation
Throughout The Lifespan

The Michigan Center for Advancing Safe Transportation
throughout the Lifespan (M-CASTL), a University
Transportation Center sponsored by the US Department
of Transportation and the University of Michigan (U-M),
recently completed its first year of operation. The Center
strives to advance expertise in the many disciplines
comprising the safety and mobility of both young people
and older adults through basic and applied research, and
by fostering the application of transportation science and
technology through education of new professionals and
technology transfer to those in transportation-related
fields. M-CASTL'’s research, education, and technology
transfer efforts draw on a number of topics within three
thrust areas that focus on understanding and addressing:
the changing perceptual, cognitive, and psychomotor
abilities of older drivers to help them maintain safe
driving; the transportation needs of young people and
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older adults when they are unable or choose not to drive
themselves; and the elevated crash risk of young drivers.
The Center is directed by David W. Eby, who also serves
as Research Scientist and Head of the Social and
Behavioral Analysis Division of the University of Michigan
Transportation Research Institute (UMTRI). Lisa J.
Molnar serves as Assistant Director and Jonathon M.
Vivoda as Program Coordinator. Detailed information
about the Center can be found at http://m-castl.org.

Funded Projects M-CASTL Research Excellence
Program — Year One

Youth, Age, and Transportation Accessibility: An
Intermetropolitan Comparison

Principal Investigator: Jonathan Levine (U-M Urban and
Regional Planning Program). Co-Investigators: Joe
Grengs (U-M Urban and Regional Planning Program),
Lidia Kostyniuk (UMTRI), and Laurie Wargelin (Abt-SRBI,
Inc).

This project builds on the recognition that the purpose of
transportation is not movement per se, but rather access
to activities at one’s destination. The project involves the
analysis of place-based accessibility indicators developed
for the project, as well as household- and person-level
characteristics gleaned from metropolitan household
travel surveys. The surveys represent a snapshot of the
population, enabling the project to analyze and compare
accessibility characteristics of older and younger travelers
in different land-use and transportation environments:
between metropolitan regions, in different locations within
a single metropolitan region, and with varying levels of
access to transportation alternatives. The study also
examines the travel behavior of individuals in these age
cohorts in light of the accessibility characteristics of their
locations, testing, for example, the impact of attributes of
location on the propensity of older people to take trips or
to engage in social and recreational activities.

A Behavioral Model of Driving Reduction and Cessation
Principal Investigator: Lidia Kostyniuk (UMTRI). Co-
Investigators: Cathleen Connell (U-M Public Health) and
Patricia Carrow (Michigan Office of Highway Safety
Planning). This project examines driving cessation and
reduction among older drivers, based on secondary
analysis of data collected from a representative sample of
Michigan licensed drivers age 65 and older, guided by the
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Stress and Coping Model (SCM) and the Precaution
Adoption Process Model (PAPM). Data on various
aspects of driving behavior, driving reduction patterns,
attitudes about driving reduction/cessation, current health,
and key theoretical dimensions of PAPM and SCM, will
be combined with Michigan driver history data and crash
records. A conceptual model of driving
reduction/cessation among older drivers will be developed
as a basis for recommendations for programmatic and
policy interventions to assist older drivers reduce or
discontinue driving while maintaining their independence
and their social and emotional health.

A New Approach to Assessing Self-Regulation by Older
Drivers: Development and Testing of a Questionnaire
Instrument

Principal Investigator: David Eby (UMTRI). Co-
Investigators: Lisa Molnar (UMTRI), J. Scott Roberts (U-M
Public Health), and Gary Bubar (AAA Michigan).
Consultants: Jim Langford (Monash University Accident
Research Centre) and Shawn Marshall (University of
Ottawa).

The purpose of this project is to better understanding the
process of self-regulation by older drivers and how it
relates to important driver characteristics including
gender, confidence in driving ability, and functional
abilities by: developing a questionnaire instrument for use
by jurisdictions in the US and elsewhere to measure the
self-regulatory practices employed by older drivers; and
pilot testing the instrument with a sample of older drivers
comprised of individuals with clinically-determined
functional impairments in vision, cognition, or
psychomotor ability, as well as normally functioning older
adults recruited from the general population. This study is
intended to build on and at the same time extend the
current thinking in the US and internationally, and to yield
findings that will inform the development of practical
efforts to enhance the safety and mobility of older adults
around the world.

Funded Projects M-CASTL Research Excellence
Program - Year Two

Cognitive Training as an Intervention to Improve Driving
Ability in the Older Adult

Principal Investigator: Rachael Seidler (U-M Kinesiology).
Co-Investigators: John Jonides (U-M Psychology), Martin
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Buschkuehl (U-M Psychology), Susanne Jaeggi (U-M
Psychology), Jessica Bernard (U-M Psychology), Pamela
Hall (Michigan Office of Services to the Aging), and
Peggy Brey (Michigan Office of Services to the Aging).
This project assesses whether a five-week cognitive
training intervention improves measures of cognition,
complex motor control, and performance in a driving
simulator task for both young and older adults. In recent
work by the research team and others, a particular type of
cognitive training showed transfer benefits to untrained
tasks. Moreover, interdependence between the cognitive
and motor systems was found to increase with age. What
is not clear is whether cognitive training benefits will also
transfer to real-world tasks such as driving. Identifying an
intervention that allows older adults to extend their safe
driving years would have immense societal benefits. It is
also of theoretical interest to determine whether cognitive
training improvements transfer to tasks that are both
‘near to” and “far from” the training task, because it would
provide insight into which aspects of cognition are
malleable with practice.

Recent conference and other news

M-CASTL Education and Technology Transfer

M-CASTL is in the process of developing a Professional
Education Program and a Global Education Program,
both targeted at audiences interested in better
understanding issues related to the safety and mobility of
either young or older drivers. M-CASTL hosted its first
annual Transportation Research and Education
Conference on May 6, 2008 at the University of Michigan.
The Conference featured four educational panels and
keynote speakers Bruce Simons-Morton from the National
Institute for Child Health and Human Development, and
Dr. Jacqui Smith from the U-M Institute for Social
Research. It brought together over 100 people,
representing many different U-M departments and outside
agencies. Videos from the conference are available on
the Center website (http://m-castl.org/node/24). These
videos can be downloaded or viewed online, or synced to
an iPod.

East Carolina University

Dr. Anne Dickerson, Director of the Research for Older
Adult Drivers (ROADI) at East Carolina University,


http://m-castl.org/node/24

Transportation Research Board November 2008

recently received funding from the State Farm Good
Neighbor Citizenship to begin development of a series of
on-line courses designed for the generalist occupational
therapists to develop the knowledge and skills to evaluate
and train older adult in driving. The goal is to meet the
need for training occupational therapists by partnering
with State. Courses would be developed based on federal
highway guidelines, laws, regulations, and current
research. Although we will focus on North Carolina, the
courses could easily be adapted for other states. The first
set of modules would be designed for the occupational
therapist who works with older adults and who needs to
address driving as part of the discharge planning for any
client. It will also address the baby boomer’s desire to
remain safe drivers and how professionals need to do
screening for problems with vision, motor, or cognition
that affect driving. The second level of modules will
address the therapist who is transitioning from a
generalist role to a specializing as driving evaluator and
will include assessment and rehabilitation. The
expectation is the completion of the first course by the
end of the year.

NHTSA Office of Behavioral Safety Research
Current Older Driver Safety Projects

Screening and Assessment

Title: Maintaining Older Drivers’ Mobility: Evaluating and
Rehabilitating Driving Skills, Smoothing the Transition
from Driving

The final report will contain information from the literature
and expert opinion regarding the validity of tests designed
to evaluate older drivers, the efficacy of remediation
programs improve older drivers’ performance. The report
will also address the value of programs that incorporate
gradual transition from driving to help drivers to maintain
their mobility and will highlight which tools and programs
have evidence based support.

Title: Taxonomy of Older Driver Behaviors and Crash
Risk

This project will examine relationships among functional
changes, traffic conditions and older drivers’ errors and
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crashes through analysis of crash databases, literature
review and expert opinion. A taxonomy will be developed
that lists risky driving behaviors common in older drivers
according to likely underlying functional changes and
driving conditions under which these behaviors are most
prevalent.

Title: Older Drivers, Self Screening Tools, and Evaluating
On Road Performance

This project will produce two reports. One will focus on
the validity of self screening tools for older drivers, as well
as older drivers’ attitudes regarding the tools.

Participants will complete self screenings, their driving will
be evaluated by a Certified Driving Rehabilitation
Specialist (CDRS), and their driving performance will be
monitored for up to one year; focus groups will discuss
their trust in the validity of the tools as well as their likely
responses to either good or poor scores.

The other report will provide information on differences in
driving performance as evaluated by the CDRS as
opposed to using data collected using in car devices.
This report will also contain information about the
conditions under which older adults drive.

Title: Older Drivers: Validation of Driver Assessment
Tools

There are a variety of tools that professionals use to
assess older adults’ driving related skills, but there is little
evidence of the relationship between scores on these
instruments and measures of driving performance or
crash risk. Under this project, a group of up to 1,000
older adult drivers will complete a selection of
assessment instruments, and then their driving records
will be monitored for one year. Analyses will be
conducted to determine the relationship between
assessment scores and crash risk.

Licensing

Title: Safety Outcomes for Older Drivers of Licensing
Procedures

The objective of this project is to clarify the effect of
licensing procedures on older drivers’ crash rates. Crash
rates in 10 States with licensing policies and procedures
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specific to older drivers will be compared to those in
comparison States that lack such policies.

Other projects

Title: Fitness to Drive in Early Stage Dementia

The objective of this project is to explore the feasibility of
using in-car technology to monitor driving performance of
older drivers recently diagnosed with dementia.
Performance data for these drivers will be collected using
in car technology and compared to performance in a
control group.

Title: Older Occupants’ Long Term Post Crash Medical
Outcomes

Those who survive for at least 30 days after a vehicle
collision are considered crash survivors and are not
included in the FARS database. However, it is likely that
many older adults die from crash injuries after the 30 day
interval has passed. Thus, the FARS data may understate
the rates at which older occupants die as a result of
injuries received in a crash. Under this project, the
Contractor will recruit older adults who have recently been
admitted to a hospital with crash injuries. Participants’
functional level, medical condition, and quality of life will
be monitored for approximately 18 months. The project
will provide comprehensive information about the impact
of crash related injuries on the lives of older adults.

Please direct questions about the above projects to:
Kathy J. Sifrit, Ph.D.

Research Psychologist

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. Room W46-472, NTI-132
Washington, DC 20590

kathy.sifrit@dot.gov

202-366-0868

AAAFTS

Jane JB¢ an t WHArivatikConsultant
(Formerly With Hsrc)

Driver Licensing Policies and Practices: Gearing Up for
an Aging Population
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In December of 2007, the AAA Foundation hosted a
workshop on driver license policies, specifically focused
on medically at-risk drivers who tend to be older. The goal
of the workshop was to synthesize present knowledge
regarding driver screening, assessment and license
renewal policies, and to develop consensus
recommendations for improving driver licensing policy
and practice. Workshop attendees also prioritized
research needs for accomplishing these objectives.

As a follow-up to the above License Policy workshop, the
Foundation, in collaboration with researchers Jane Stutts
and Jean Wilkins, recently began work on a project
documenting North American driver's license agency
approaches for improving safety for older and medically
at-risk drivers. The project will survey state and provincial
licensing officials to obtain updated information on current
policies and practices. Additional detail will be gathered
on promising or innovative programs and activities that
might be replicated elsewhere. The information will be
summarized in a searchable database for use by driver
licensing officials, policy makers, aging services
providers, researchers, and media personnel, as well as
older adults and their families.

No single state or province does it all right. This project
will provide a single, Web-based resource that can be
used to compare approaches being taken across North
America. Licensing officials will be able to identify
promising approaches in areas of license renewal
requirements, examiner and staff training, driver
screening and assessment, driver medical review,
reporting of at-risk drivers, assistance with mobility
options, and public education and awareness.

In recent years, researchers have compiled best practices
for dealing with aging and mobility issues in general. This
project focuses more specifically on issues related to
driver licensing, and takes a more long-term approach by
creating a Web database of current practices, policies,
and contacts. A key strength is that both the database
and any printed reports derived from it can be updated as
best practices evolve and contacts change over time.

European Activities

Netherlands:
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Evidence-based and rehabilitation-oriented assessment
of fitness to drive of (older) drivers with cognitive
impairments in the Netherlands.

In response to the increasing number of older drivers with
cognitive impairments caused by age-related diseases,
three organizations in the Netherlands work together to
advance scientifically based practice in the assessment
and rehabilitation of fitness to drive in drivers with
cognitive and visual impairments. The project is
coordinated by Wiebo Brouwer, chair of Traffic Medicine
and Neuropsychology at the University of Groningen
(w.h.brouwer@rug.nl) and Divera Twist at the SWOV,
Institute of Road Safety Research in Leidschendam
(divera.twisk@swov.nl). The third party involved is CBR,
the national drivers licensing association. The official
driver license regulation in the Netherlands rightly
acknowledges a gray zone of moderately severe
impairments, in which fitness to drive is determined by the
effectiveness of compensation, rather than by the severity
of impairments. However, the assessment methods and
decision rules are not yet sufficiently specified and
underpinned. Therefore specific emphasis is given to
validity, reliability and norms of the assessment of actual
driving performance, both on-road and in a driving
simulator. The study should deliver clear and practically
applicable methods for determining fitness to drive and
assessing compensatory potential in various impairment
categories.

Canadian Activities

University of Alberta

THE MEDICALLY AT-RISK DRIVER CENTRE

The Medically At-Risk Driver Centre or MARD Centre
has formally been established at the University of Alberta,
Edmonton, Canada. The Medically At-Risk Driver Centre
is a research centre focused on reducing the social and
economic costs of medically impaired drivers. Located at
the University of Alberta, the Medically At-Risk Driver
Centre is the first research centre in the world to offer an
integrated approach toward the discovery, development,
and assessment of evidence-based solutions to identify
and assess medically at-risk drivers. The University of
Alberta has a history of conducting internationally
recognized research and solutions concerning medically
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at risk drivers. The establishment of the Medically At-Risk
Driver Centre will continue this legacy by conducting
leading edge research on issues facing governments and
public policy makers as they develop policies and
programs related to medically at-risk drivers for the
enhancement of public safety.

The issue of medically at-risk and medically impaired
drivers is becoming more prevalent in today’s society. As
the baby boomer generation ages, a significant portion of
our driving population will develop illnesses that may
affect their driving. In addition, chronic diseases
traditionally associated with older populations are
becoming more prevalent in younger populations. This
trend, coupled with an increasingly complex driving
environment, increases both the risk and the societal cost
associated with medically impaired drivers.

The Medically At-Risk Driver Centre is a unique
partnership between the University of Alberta, the
Government of Alberta, and industry. As the Centre builds
and grows, we look forward to working with our
government and community partners in finding evidence-
based solutions to this growing, but preventable, public
health problem. You are encouraged to go to the website,
www.mard.ualberta.ca to learn more about the Medically
At-Risk Driver Centre. You also can contact Dr. Bonnie
Dobbs directly at the following address:

Dr. Bonnie Dobbs

Director, Medically At-Risk Driver Centre

205 College Plaza, Edmonton, AB T6G 2C8

Ph. (780) 492-6273 Fax (780) 492-8191

E-mail: bdobbs@ualberta.ca

Mcgill University And The Canadian Association Of
Occupational Therapists (CAOT)

National Blueprint for Injury Prevention in Older Drivers
Investigators: Nicol Korner-Bitensky, McGill Unv.; Claudia
von Zweck, CAOT; Kathy Van Benthem, CAOT

The Public Health Agency of Canada has funded a one
year initiative focused on injury prevention in older
drivers. The series of project objectives described below
will culminate in the development of a National Blueprint
for Injury Prevention in Older Drivers.

Brief Overview of Objectives and Methods

Objective #1: To identify key stakeholders and facilitate
their collaboration in the creation, dissemination and
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sustainability of a National Blueprint for Injury Prevention
in Older Drivers through creation of an Advisory
Committee.

Objective #2: To conduct systematic reviews to identify
the scientific evidence regarding the effectiveness of
driving-related injury prevention interventions, and, the
impact of prevalent medical conditions on driving safety of
older drivers. These reviews will be used to inform
various stakeholders using knowledge translation
strategies tailored for each stakeholder group.
Objective #3: To identify older drivers perceived needs
for refresher programs, variations in need across the
country, and the structure and content that would be
acceptable to older adults.

Objective #4: To conduct a national survey to identify
existing driver refresher programs across Canada, their
content and structure and, the facilitators and barriers to
providing services to older drivers and potential
programs/sites.

Objective #5: To identify, using survey methodology,
occupational therapists’ and other health professionals’
capacity building (training, education etc.) needs as
related to the provision of older driver safety programs in
Canada.

Status of the Blueprint - September 2008: All of the
objectives have been completed. We are currently
preparing the publications, newsletters and other
stakeholder dissemination activities. We will keep our
international colleagues abreast of our findings and
activities as we take the Blueprint into active
implementation. More information is available at
www.caot/driving.

Lakehead University, Thunder Bay, Ontario

Michel Bedard, PhD, has been working on several
projects and helping graduate students complete their
degrees. Two recent graduates include Sacha Dubois,
MPH, and Hillary Maxwell, MPH. Sacha recently
completed his thesis examining the risks associated with
the consumption of benzodiazepines and narcotic
analgesics on driving. One manuscript derived from his
thesis has already been accepted for publication in Traffic
Injury Prevention. Hillary completed a project on the risks
associated with the consumption of benzodiazepines and
low levels of alcohol. Both are currently working full time
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with Michel on various projects. Recent hires also
include Nadia Mullen, Ph.D., who joined Michel's group
as a Post-Doctoral Fellow. Nadia comes from New
Zealand and will be heavily involved in simulator work.
Laura Diamond, M.Eng. was hired as a Research
Assistant to coordinate a number of simulator studies.
Michel and his group are planning to present their work at
a number of upcoming conferences, including the STISIM
Users' Group conference (Quebec City, September), the
AAAM conference (October, San Diego), and GSA
(Maryland, November).

University Of Waterloo, Ontario

Dr. Anita Myers, full professor in the Dept of Health
Studies & Gerontology, is conducting research with
graduate students and colleagues focused on mobility in
older adults and evaluation of related polices and
programs (e.g., Ontario’s mandatory license renewal for
drivers 80+, conditional licensing, AAA’s Roadwise
Review CD-ROM). Current studies examine the influence
of driver perceptions on behaviour (using in-vehicle
technologies), the impact of safety devices (auditory and
visual alerts), psychosocial influences on driver decision-
making (CanDRIVE Il project funded by CIHR) and
evidence concerning conditional licensing.

Doctoral dissertation

Robin Blanchard, MSc, Doctoral Candidate in the
Department of Health Studies and Gerontology,
University of Waterloo, completed her doctoral
dissertation: Examination of Older Driver Perceptions and
Actual Behaviour in Sole Household Drivers and Driving
Couples in August, 2008 (supervisor Dr. Anita Myers).

This is the first study to examine older drivers’
perceptions in relation to actual (versus self-reported)
behaviour. Sixty-one participants (aged 67 to 92, 59%
women) were recruited as either ‘sole’ drivers (only driver
in the household, n=39) or ‘couples’ (both currently
driving and sharing a vehicle, n=22). Two electronic, in-
vehicle devices (one with GPS) were installed in
participant vehicles for one week. Participants completed
trip logs, out-of-home activity diaries, questionnaires on
usual driving habits, ratings of situational driving
frequency and avoidance, the Driving Comfort Scales
(DCS Day and Night) and the Perceived Driving Abilities
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(PDA) Scale. Couples were also asked to rate their
comfort in their partner’s driving. Tools were administered
at one of two home visits (during which devices were
installed and removed). Participants were interviewed and
asked to do the Rapid Paced Walk and the Useful Field of
View (Subtest 2).

Driving comfort scores were significantly related to
multiple indicators of actual driving behaviour, including:
total distance, radius from home and night driving.
Objective driving-related abilities were not significantly
related to either perceptions or behaviour. Although sole
drivers were significantly older, vehicle data indicated that
they drove more often, longer distances and for greater
duration than couple drivers. Overall, men had higher
DCS scores, and in couples were more likely to rate
themselves higher than their partners. When couples
drove together, traditional roles appeared (i.e., the
husband often preferred to drive and the wife let him).
Multivariate analyses showed that driving behaviour (total
distance and average radius) may be influenced more by
location of residence (rural versus urban), perceptions
and household status (sole versus couple drivers) than by
gender. The findings confirmed prior associations (with
self-report measures of driving behaviour) and provided
new insight into the importance of examining driver
perceptions, location of residence, and household status.

Candrive Il
Driving Research for Older Adults

Candrive II, a multiyear research program consisting of
national network of researchers across Canada, held a
planning meeting in Ottawa October 16! and 17t. The
planning meeting was an important step in launching the
research agenda for the next 5 years of research. In
addition to the network of Canadian researchers, invited
guests included Dr. Anne Martin-Matthews, Scientific
Director, CIHR Institute on Aging, Loren Staplin,
TransAnalystics; Judith Charlton and Jim Langford,
Monash University; and Lisa Molnar, University of
Michigan. Stay tuned for exciting news from the Candrive
Research Group.

Société de I'assurance automobile du Québec
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THE INFLUENCE OF THE SEVERITY OF MEDICAL
CONDITIONS UPON DRIVER CRASH RISK

A comprehensive medical data bank will be prepared for
all registered Québec motor vehicle driver permit holders
(4.8 million drivers) for the calendar years 2004, 2005,
and 2006 using Québec Health Insurance Board (RAMQ)
physician biling data, the MED-ECHO bank of
hospitalization data and the medication insurance data
from the RAMQ. This data will be compiled using the 3M
grouper software (CRG) which will group the medical
information on each driver in order to assign diagnoses
and identify the degree of severity for each diagnostic
group (low, moderate, high).

Where available (50% of the total population have
medication data on file) prescription medication usage will
also be included.

The resulting bank of CRG’s will be combined with the
SAAQ’s bank of traffic accidents. The universal no-fault
automobile insurance scheme means that this bank
contains all accidents involving corporal injury and all
other accidents that were the subject of a police report.

The resulting data will then be analysed. Variables will
include: sex, age, class of license, place of residence,
CRG(s), at-fault versus not-at-fault accident, type of
injury, cause of death, seat-belt use, type of vehicle,
single versus multiple-vehicle accident, handicapped
parking sticker holder, adapted vehicle user, medications
and license restrictions. Additional information that may
be gleaned from the study includes the difference
between the real number of drivers with a declarable
medical condition compared to the number of drivers who
have declared the condition (the self reporting rate).

Among other possibilities, the severity of dementia will
permit the data to be analysed with a view of establishing
accident rates as a function of the degree of dementia.
The accident risk associated with a given medical
condition can be analysed with regards to the severity of
the disease, the age and the sex of the driver, the place
of residence and the class of license and type of vehicle
involved in the accident.

It is anticipated that the study will permit the
establishment of the degree of risk associated with each
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CRG, the degree of severity, and the age and sex of the
driver for all of the 1400+ CRG’s. This will permit the
identification of conditions that should be subject to
medical controls as well as those that should not. It will
permit the preparation of evidenced-based medical
standards based upon the largest number of drivers ever
studied in this way. The “sample” size is large enough to
permit definite conclusions to be drawn as to the accident
risk associated with a given degree of severity of a
medical condition. It will also permit the identification of
"low-penetration” medical conditions, rare conditions, that
do not show up in smaller samples.

(CRG = Clinical Risk Group. Every person is assigned a
CRG which is inclusive of all their medical conditions.
Thus, everyone is assigned to only one CRG whereas
other programmes may assign an individual to several
groups.

Initial results in the Autumn 2009. For more information
contact Jamie Dow MD

Conseiller médical en sécurité routiere

Service des usagers de la route

Direction du développement en sécurité routiere;
Société de I'assurance automobile du Québec; 333,
boul. Jean-Lesage, Québec (QC) G1K 8J6; Tél: 418-
528-4984 Fax: 418-643-0828;

jamie.dow@saag.gouv.qc.ca

Program Status

NHTSA Office of Safety Programs
Current Older Driver Safety Projects

Enhancing Driver Fitness Programs — American
Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA)
The goal of this project is to develop science-based
guidelines for States to use in making licensing decisions
regarding drivers with medical conditions. Guidelines
addressing policies on vision, physical function, and
neurological disorders are under review. Draft guidelines
are expected in late Spring 2009.
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Building Capacity for Assessment and Rehabilitation of
Older Drivers — American Occupational Therapy
Association (AOTA)

Eliminating barriers to establishing and operating driver
assessment and rehabilitation programs is a goal shared
by NHTSA and AOTA. This project focuses on identifying
program barriers and exploring the tools necessary to
eliminate them.

Promote the DriveWell Toolkit Among the Aging Network
— American Society on Aging (ASA)

The DriveWell Toolkit is a guide that people can use to
lead discussions on older driver safety for ten minutes or
two hours. ASA and NHTSA have been working together
to expand its reach, and are developing a module for
social workers to use when counseling transitioning
drivers.

Demonstration Program to Establish and Implement Older
Driver Safety Plans — Federal Transit
Administration/National Center for Senior Transportation
(FTA/NCST)

The recent General Accountability Office (GAQO) study on
NHTSA and FHWA older driver efforts recommended that
we explore ways to help States exchange information on
the topic. This effort will help up to seven States develop
and implement inter-agency plans to address older driver
safety. The project will foster information exchange
between and within participating States.

Pedestrian Safety for Seniors Workshop Curriculum —
University of North Carolina — Highway Safety Research
Center/Pedestrian Bicycle Information Center (UNC-
HSRC/PBIC)

A workshop for seniors addressing pedestrian safety
issues in their communities is one way to reduce the
staggering numbers of older pedestrian fatalities and
injuries. Working with the Pedestrian and Bicycle
Information Center (PBIC), NHTSA is developing a
workshop curriculum to address this important need. A
series of pilot runs of the course will be conducted across
the country using the draft curriculum. An on-line version
of the curriculum will also be developed as a training tool
for potential instructors.
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State Licensing Programs to Increase Reporting of
Medically At-Risk Drivers — Virginia DMV

A demonstration project to increase reporting of medically
at-risk drivers to the medical section of the licensing
authority is underway in Virginia. Virginia will conduct in-
service training for the Medical Advisory Board and the
referral staff, and will also train law enforcement across
the commonwealth on how to make good referrals to the
DMV.

Evaluation of State Licensing Programs to Increase
Reporting of Medically At-Risk Drivers — TransAnalytics
This effort supports the evaluation of the medical referral
project in Virginia with a comparison state. Staff will
explore changes in referral patterns in Virginia before and
after the interventions and in matched States. They will
also provide technical assistance on data collection and
maintenance.

Older Driver Law Enforcement Training — International
Association of Directors of Law Enforcement Standards
and Training (IADLEST)

Through this train-the-trainer program, IADLEST will
promote existing training for law enforcement officers on
how to address older driver safety with the goal of training
participants in at least 36 states.

Engage Physicians in Addressing Older Driver Safety —
American Medical Association (AMA)

In an attempt to reach medical residents and other
physicians with time constraints, the content of an
updated Physician’s Guide to Assessing and Counseling
Older Drivers will be included in a computer-based
training course. This will engage a new generation of
medical professionals in the complexities of addressing
older driver safety.

Outreach Projects

Focus Groups With Older People On Transitioning From
Driving — The Media Network

Reducing or eliminating driving is a very difficult decision,
and transitioning to the passenger seat is the most
common move. This project will explore the themes and
messages that help drivers decide to make the transition.
The product will be messages and materials supporting
transitioning.
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Please direct questions about the above projects to:

Essie Wagner, MA

Older Driver Program Analyst

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. Room W44-209, NTI-121
Washington, DC 20590

esther.wagner@dot.gov

202-366-0932

National Center on Senior Transportation
Statewide plans on older driver safety

The National Center on Senior Transportation (NCST), in
partnership with the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) and the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA), solicited proposals from States to
develop and implement Statewide plans on older driver
safety that include linkages to alternative transportation
systems. Six States were selected to receive on-going
technical assistance in developing and implementing their
action plans-Florida, Georgia, Minnesota, Nebraska,
Tennessee, and North Carolina. Each of the States
received $5,000 to facilitate implementation of their plans,
and Minnesota and Tennessee were awarded an
additional $6,000 each to further their efforts. State team
members are from the State Department of
Transportation (DOT), including both highway and transit
units; Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) or State
automobile licensing authority; Highway Safety Office;
State Unit on Aging; State Health Department; and State
Police. A variety of other partners are included at the
State's discretion. The teams convened in Dallas, Texas
on September 16 and 17 for a planning meeting, and over
the next 12 months they will work to implement the action
plans developed during that time. If you would like further
information, please contact the Project Coordinator, Lisa
Tucker, at 202.347.3066 or ltucker@easterseals.com.

Transanalytics

Educating Pharmacists about Medication-Related
Impaired Driving: Pilot Study. NHTSA Contract DTNH22-
05-D-05043, Project 06-01133. (K. Lococo and L.
Staplin)
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To address NHTSA'’s goal of increasing the number of
healthcare professionals who have an understanding of
the effects of medications on driving, TransAnalytics
developed a curriculum on medication-related impaired
driving as a continuing education (CE) course offering for
pharmacists and pharmacy technicians. The curriculum
was developed in collaboration with Walgreens Health
Initiatives, an Accreditation Council for Pharmacy
Education (ACPE) accredited provider, and contains 5
modules: (1) Functional Abilities and Safe Driving; (2)
Potentially Driver Impairing Medications—Prescription
Drugs; (3) Potentially Driver Impairing Medications—
Over-the-Counter Medications; (4) Laws Relating to
Medication Use and Driving Under the Influence; and (5)
Pharmacists’ Roles and Responsibilities in Counseling
Patients Regarding Medications and Driving Risk.

The curriculum was pilot tested between September 2007
and November 2007 using 640 pharmacists and 1,286
technicians from 46 States plus Puerto Rico. Curriculum
effectiveness was evaluated using Learning Assessments
(a pre-test and a post-test); a Program Evaluation rating
the quality of the program and its usefulness to pharmacy
practice; and a Follow-Up Evaluation to determine how
often participants used the knowledge gained from the
curriculum in their daily practice, in the month following
completion of the CE. Paired t-tests found significant
differences between the mean pre- and post-test scores
for both pharmacists and technicians, indicating that the
curriculum was effective in increasing participants’
knowledge of medication-related impaired driving.
Program feedback indicated that over 95% of pharmacists
and technicians thought the program’s topic was relevant
to their practice, they met the learning objectives, they
learned something new, the materials were thoughtfully
written and organized, the test was fair, and the time to
complete the program matched the credit awarded. The
majority of participants indicated that they planned to
implement the knowledge gained from the curriculum
when they interact with their pharmacy customers.

It was concluded that that the curriculum succeeded in
increasing pharmacists’ and technicians’ awareness of
the potentially driver impairing effects of prescription and
OTC medications, and their roles in providing counseling
on this topic to their pharmacy customers.
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The curriculum is available to pharmacists and
technicians on Walgreen'’s continuing education website
through its current ACPE certification period of 3 years
(until 8/30/2010), at
https://webapp.walgreens.com/cePharmacy/viewpdf?fileN
ame=transportation_pharm.pdf

As of September 2008, a total of 2,336 pharmacists and
4,815 pharmacy technicians have received continuing
education credit for this curriculum.

AAA Foundation's 2008 North American License
Policies Workshop Recommendations

AAAFTS sponsored a two day workshop with experts in
traffic safety and other relevant disciplines in Washington,
DC. The “North American License Policies Workshop,”
had three primary objectives:

Synthesize the present state of knowledge regarding
older driver safety as it relates to the ability of aging
drivers to continue to drive safely, methods or
criteria for screening or assessing drivers, and
interventions (including but not limited to licensing
actions) appropriate for drivers identified as “high risk.”

Develop a consensus-based set of recommendations
that could be used by policymakers and stakeholders to
inform the development of licensing policies
based upon the best available science. As envisioned,
these recommendations would focus on specific criteria
that could be used to identify high-risk drivers and
appropriate measures or interventions for such drivers.

Identify the most important knowledge gaps and
research needs related to older driver safety—particularly
with regard to questions of licensing—and recommend
specific lines of research that AAAFTS could pursue over
the next several years
to address them.

Currently, no state has a model system for driver
licensing, although some states have elements of a
model. It is our hope that the workshop papers and the
deliberative process used to come up with these findings
and recommendations will move us a step closer to
having model systems. Nevertheless, workshop
participants recognized that there is a long way to go.
The workshop participants identified a variety of best
practices that could be implemented in licensing agencies
now. These include creating strong, well-funded medical
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advisory boards and enacting laws that allow for voluntary
reporting with civil immunity. It is not enough to just enact
new laws; educating clinicians, license personnel, law
enforcement, and the public on proper procedures for
reporting potentially unsafe drivers is key.

Licensing personnel at the counter can also play a key
role in screening, but only if in person renewal is required.
Although better screening tools are needed, providing
training on how to use existing tools is something that can
be done now. Some licensing agencies are already
making a difference with counter-level screening.
Licensing agencies should have a role in assisting older
adults’ transition from driving to other mobility options. At
a minimum, when someone fails a driving test and is
required to surrender his or her license on the spot, it is
important that procedures are in place to get the person
home, and it would be beneficial if the agency had a list of
alternative transportation options in the community, so the
person is not left at such a delicate time feeling that he or
she is at the end of the road. (See “Getting Around:
Alternatives for Seniors Who No Longer Drive,” available
at www.aaafoundation.org/reports under the

2007 listings). In addition, the Group strongly believed
that more should be done to routinely identify and share
best practices. Consequently, the Foundation has begun
working on a project that will catalog best practices for
driver license agencies. The project will result in a
Website of best practices in North America; the Website
will be released in early 2009 and will be updated as
license agencies move toward model systems of
licensing.;

The complete proceedings from the workshop and the set
of commissioned papers can be found in Eby and Molnar
(2008) available at www.aaafoundation.org/reports.

Medical Fitness to Drive and a Voluntary Reporting
Law.

Medical Fitness to Drive and a Voluntary Reporting Law
Earlier this year the AAA Foundation released a set of
consensus-based recommendations on licensing policies
for older drivers, which stemmed from our North American
License Policies workshop. That workshop brought
together a cross section of top transportation and health
experts from federal and state governments, the
insurance industry, medical professions, universities and
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advocates for the elderly to address the complex
challenges presented by an aging population of motorists.

The AAA Foundation is pleased to announce the release
of our most recently completed project, Medical Fitness to
Drive and a Voluntary Reporting Law. The findings from
this study further reinforce the national licensing policy
recommendations we set forth earlier this year.
Researchers from Washington University and the
University of Missouri at St. Louis collaborated with the
Missouri Department of Revenue and Missouri State
Highway Patrol on this project. They performed a
detailed evaluation of the Missouri voluntary reporting law
for unsafe drivers (House Bill-1536) that allows
physicians, law enforcement officials, family members
and others to report potentially unsafe drivers for retesting
or possible license revocation.

This law not only permits voluntary reporting by a wide
range of stakeholders, but it also provides immunity
protection to them. In addition, the state has implemented
a robust process to review and evaluate all reports.

In general, our evaluation concludes that the law is
working. Individuals that are reported are being treated
fairly and drivers who are medically unfit are being dealt
with, and more importantly, lives are being saved.
Accordingly, we believe this law should serve as a model
for other states to adopt.

If you would like a copy of the full report, its fact sheet, or
additional information about our projects, please visit our
website at www.AAAFoundation.org.

AAA Foundation's report on in-vehicle technologies

You are receiving this information because you indicated
an interest in the AAA Foundation’s in-vehicle
technologies research project.

The AAA Foundation in collaboration with National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recently
completed a report and posted it this morning on our site.
The report on new car features and driving-aid
technologies, surveyed several thousand AAA members
and found an alarming number of drivers don’t
understand what technologies can do -- and more
importantly -- what they can’t do.
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We looked at four different convenience technologies:

1)

Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC): Although it’'s
designed to help drivers maintain an established
following distance from the vehicle ahead of
them, many drivers incorrectly thought their ACC
systems would help avoid a collision in situations
outside the capability of most systems.

High-Intensity Discharge (HID) or Directionally
Adaptive Headlights: HID headlights use an
electrical arc and typically produce brighter,
blue-colored light (compared to traditional
headlights), and directionally-adaptive headlights
adjust the aim of the beam to illuminate the road
based on inputs from the vehicle. Our study
found that the ability to see greater distances at
night with the HID or adaptive headlights can
provide a false sense of security, resulting in
driving at faster speeds.

Backing Aid Sensors and Rear-View Cameras:
They're designed to assist the driver by warning
as a vehicle backs slowly toward an object, but
they won't detect everything in a vehicle’s path.
Most backing aid systems can’t detect a child,
object or animal directly undemeath the bumper
and don't provide a warning when a car is
backing up at speeds faster than 3 to 6 mph.
There were several scenarios in which
respondents reported that their backing aid
system would help them avoid a collision “fairly
well” or “perfectly,” when in reality it would be
likely to work poorly or not work at all.

Navigation Systems: More than three of five
(63%) respondents said that they were not
aware of any manufacturer's warnings or
limitations about their navigation system. The
most common warnings cited in owner’s
manuals relate to the potential for driver
distraction and the need for the driver to not rely
only on the voice guidance from the system but
to make sure that all maneuvers are made
legally and safely.
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Four fact sheets with top-level findings on each
technology are hyperlinked individually above and are
also available in the upper right section of the homepage
on www.aaafoundation.org. The full report is available by
clicking this link: http://www.aaafoundation.org/pdf/In-
VehicleTechnologyReport.pdf

ITNAmerica

Contact: Lisa Holbrook, Communications & Marketing
Manager

(207) 591-6939

ITNAmerica®, the national nonprofit transportation
network, recently welcomed two new communities:
ITNSarasota and ITNChicago, bringing the total number
of affiliates to 11. The Independent Transportation
Network® (ITN) uses automobiles and a combination of
paid and volunteer drivers to provide door-through-door
transportation 24/7 for seniors and the visually impaired.

ITNBluegrass celebrated their First Rides in Lexington,
KY, with a four-day extravaganza of events, including a
showing of the movie “Young at Heart,” radio and TV
coverage, dinners for supporters and local lawmakers,
public forums, and a ribbon cutting with Vice-Mayor Jim
Gray. ITNGreaterLA also held a launch event in August in
partnership with national insurance sponsor Liberty
Mutual. Lynn Daucher, the Director of the California
Department of Aging, delivered the “First Ride,” and
Laura Trejo, General Manager of the City of Los Angeles
Department of Aging, also provided her support at the
event. ITNSanDiego is gearing up to begin offering rides,
and planning is underway in several communities,
including St. Charles, MO and Westport, CT.

ITNAmerica Founder and Executive Director Katherine
Freund will be traveling to ITNCharlestonTrident in
November to celebrate two milestones: the second
anniversary of the affiliate and the 10,000 ride! The CEO
of the Medical School University of South Carolina
(MUSC) will deliver the 4000t ride for members going to
and from MUSC healthcare facilities; and the CEOs of
Roper St. Francis Healthcare, the East Cooper Regional
Medical Center, and the President of the Trident United
Way will also participate in the day’s activities in
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recognition of the invaluable service that ITN provides the
community.

ITNPortland and AARP of Maine held a reception in
September to educate AARP members about volunteer
opportunities. AARP members who become volunteers
receive a free annual membership for themselves and a
friend, mileage credits for their own future use (or they
may donate to a loved one or another AARP member),
and help for family and friends in ITN communities across
the country. A similar reception will be help with AARP
Florida and ITNOrlando on October 30.

Partnerships

ITNAmerica is developing several corporate sponsors,
and proudly announced a partnership with Liberty Mutual
in May. As the national insurance partner to ITNAmerica
and our affiliate communities, Liberty Mutual has
embraced ITN's mission to support safe, senior mobility.

The new Liberty Mutual/ITNAmerica website
(http://www.libertymutual.com/seniordriving) offers tips for
mature drivers on how to stay safe on the road and how
to make adjustments to their driving habits. It also offers
guidance to adult children on how to address
transportation concerns and solutions with their aging
parents before there is a crisis.

In the News

Katherine Freund was one of three people interviewed in
the podcast: "Changing Shape of Later Life." Other recent
press includes the New York Daily News and an
upcoming story on NPR’s Morning Edition.

New Research on ITNEverywhere Beginning

Funded by Jane’s Trust, ITNAmerica is conducting
research for a new transportation project that would
expand the current ITN program serving seniors and the
visually impaired to serve other demographic groups and
address the needs of small and rural communities. The
vision for this program embraces a complete approach to
transportation supported by a suite of software
applications, ITNEverywhere, and seeks to improve
mobility options for all members of society.
ITNEverywhere uses information technology, existing
private capacity, and shared business practices to create
consumer oriented community transportation. Over the
next few months, focus groups will be conducted in
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Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Florida to
explore the key motivations for consumers to participate
in the program.

Events

ITNAmerica will hold a national board meeting and host
an Affiliate Retreat in October at the Maine headquarters.
Staff and board members will have the opportunity to
share best practices and get to know their colleagues
from around the country.

Planning is underway for our first National Conference to
take place over three days in October 2009. The event
will feature nationally recognized leaders in senior
transportation, and include a symposium around
emerging research outcomes.

New Faces

Robert N. Butler MD has joined the Council of Advisors.
T. Bella Dinh-Zarr, PhD, MPH, joined our Board of
Directors. Bonnie Dobbs, has joined our Research Group.

STP Exchange

In league with the Beverly Foundation and Independent
Living Partnership, the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety
has launched the STP Exchange - a first-of-its-kind Web
site dedicated to the issue of supplemental transportation
programs (STP). The site, www.stpexchange.org, offers a
forum for emerging and established STP providers to
discuss implementation of successful programs that
provide transportation options to aging adults and those
who no longer can drive. Technical information and
financial development materials are included. Please feel
free to share this information with others and refer STP
providers to join the site - membership is free.

With a goal to connect thousands of STP providers
across the country, the site has 50 charter members. If
you have any questions regarding the STP Exchange or
www.seniordrivers.org, please contact Fairley Mahlum
(fmahlum@aaafoundation.org).

CarFit

CarFit, developed by the American Occupational Therapy
Association, American Society on Aging, AAA, and
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AARP, is a free community-based, educational program
geared towards improving elder’s safety and offering
specific resources to enable continued mobility in the
community. Itis in wide use across the US.

What is CarFit for the older driver?

CarFitis an educational program that offers older adults
the opportunity to check how well their personal vehicles
"fit" them.

The CarFit program also provides information and
materials on community-specific resources that could
enhance their safety as drivers, and/or increase their
mobility in the community.

Why is CarFit important?

Older drivers are often the safest drivers in that they are
more likely to wear their seatbelts, and less likely to
speed or drink and drive. However, older drivers are more
likely to be killed or seriously injured when a crash does
occur due to the greater fragility of their aging bodies.

s B S
A N

Driver safety programs improve adult driver safety by
addressing cognitive abilities and skills, however, older
drivers can also improve their safety by ensuring their
cars are properly adjusted for them. A proper fit in one's
car can greatly increase not only the driver's safety but
also the safety of others.

How is a CarFit check completed?
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At a CarFit event, a team of trained technicians and/or
health professionals work with each participant to ensure
they "fit" their vehicle properly for maximum comfort and
safety. A CarFit check takes approximately 20 minutes to
complete.

Do you want to attend a CarFit event?

Using this site, you can click here or on the "Older
Drivers" link on the menu on the left to view an up-to-date
listing of CarFit events scheduled throughout the country,
or in your area.

CarFit now has a new website and the old website that no
longer works.
The website is: www.car-fit.org

The AOTA annual meeting is presenting a number of
activities that support the CarFit program. See these
activities in the schedule of events for that program.

UF will be holding another CarFit event on 11/14/08 in
Gainesville, Florida. Ms. Lanford, who has been recently
trained as a Florida event coordinator, will train the new
UF OT students as technicians.

Volunteer Drivers Get Increase in Mileage
Reimbursement Rate

Volunteer drivers are allowed a tax deduction to cover
some of the costs of using personal vehicles for volunteer
service, currently at a rate of 14 cents per mile. In
addition, if a nonprofit is able to reimburse a volunteer for
driving costs, only a portion of that reimbursement can be
counted as nontaxable income - at the same rate of 14
cents per mile. NCOA has endorsed legislation, the Fair
Deal for Volunteers Act in the House (H.R. 6854) and the
Giving Incentives for Volunteers (GIVE) Act in the Senate
(S. 3532) which would increase the deduction rate to 27
cents per mile and would give the Treasury Department
the authority to raise that rate, and increase the
nontaxable reimbursement rate to 58.5 cents per mile.

When the Senate amended the bailout package,
Midwestern disaster tax relief language was added that
would temporarily (through 2008) increase the volunteer
mileage rate to 41 cents/mile and the exemption rate for
reimbursements to 58.5 cents/mile for driving related to
flood relief. Similar steps were taken for volunteer driving
expenses related to Hurricane Katrina in 2005-2006. The
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House passed the bailout legislation today, and should be
signed by the President shortly. There may be a chance
to make these provisions permanent and apply them
universally if the House joins the Senate in convening a
lame duck session in November.

New AARP Brochure-Test Your Walking 1Q

AARP has just released a new Test Your Walking 1Q
(pedestrian safety) brochure.

This 8-page safe walking IQ 10-question quiz brochure
provides the 50+ population with tips on being a
pedestrian more safely in their community. It also gives
older adults information on how they can become more
active in creating safer streets and walkways for all
pedestrians within their communities.
A few facts about pedestrian safety:
9 Every year almost 5,000 pedestrians are killed
and 69,000 are injured in motor vehicle crashes.
Of these approximately 18% are over the age of
70.
9 Older adults are disproportionately represented
in fatal pedestrian crashes.
9 Pedestrian deaths are the highest among older
adults in ten states (NM, AZ, FL, SC, HI, LA, NV,
DE, TX and MS).

AARP members and non members can use the
information in the brochure to learn:
9 Techniques and tips to help them change their
walking habits to be safer pedestrians.
9 How walking can be a mobility option
91 How crossing signals work
T How to get more active in promoting safer
streets for all users within their community.
For more information, contact Frank Carroll, Senior
Project Manager-Mobility Options, 727-592-8023 or

fcarroll@aarp.org.

Out and About — A Transportation and Mobility Guide
for Older Adults in Howard County, their Families and
Caregivers
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This guide though developed for Howard County Office
on Aging by their Commission on Aging has broad
applications. It covers the spectrum of senior
transportation issues from walking safely in the
community to assistance on whether to drive and how to
improve ones driving and getting around by alternative
transportation modes. It covers key issues that family
members have about their loved ones driving, particularly
those with dementia. It is a one stop resource that
addresses all the issues surrounding safe mobility for
seniors. It can be used to develop local guides for
residents and professionals dealing with senior mobility
issues. Itis available from
http://www.co.ho.md.us/OA/OADocs/outandabout08.pdf
If you have any questions on customizing the guide for
your area contact John Eberhard at
jeberhard2@msn.com or call: 410-992-9003

Google Maps has Added Public Transit and Walking
Directions to it Driving Directions

Google Maps integrated the data about public
transportation routes previously available at Google
Transit. That means you'll have a new option for
directions: take public transit. "Google Maps will suggest
up to four trips for you to take, which may contain different
modes of transportation. For example, one trip may use
the train while another uses the bus." You can choose the
departure or the arrival time and see estimations for cost
and travel time. Google Maps also enables one to see
how they can walk to destinations.

Unfortunately, the service is only available in a very
limited number of US cities (including San Francisco Bay
Area, Portland, Dallas, Seattle) and Japan. Other areas of
the country are developing materials to get around by
other services as well as walking. Google Maps will
increase the coverage and make the transit directions
available from the mobile phone.

Commentaries

Suggestions from the European Road Safety
Observatory (ERSO)
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There are few indications that a decline in visual and
cognitive functions, as part of normal ageing, also has
road safety consequences. Only in the case of severe
sensory, perceptual and cognitive limitations does the
relation between functional limitations and crash
involvement become visible. Examples are eye disorders
such as cataract, macular degeneration, and glaucoma,
and diseases like dementia, stroke, and diabetes.
Functional limitations and age related disorders do not
automatically lead to unsafe traffic behaviour. Other
characteristics of older road users can prevent safety
problems. Among these are the insight into one’s own
limitations, driving experience, and compensation
behaviour such as driving when the roads are less busy
or when it is daytime and dry. If, in spite of behavioural
compensation, a crash occurs, the older driver is more
vulnerable than younger drivers : his injuries will be more
severe given an identical collision impact.

Factors that will influence future developments

Increases of the number of people aged 75 years and
above, of the driving license rates for older people, and of
the mobility per older driver will increase the future
number of fatalities among older drivers. The latter
increase will, however, be toned down by reduced fatality
rates due to future older drivers being more vital and
experienced than those of today. Road safety measures
can further reduce the fatality rate of older drivers in the
future.

Different types of measures available to change the future
Several types of measures are available to influence the
future number of fatalities among older drivers. Taking
into account the causes of the high fatality rate among
older drivers, a set of measures which is aimed at
reducing the fatality rate of older adults should at least
include measures that are aimed at reducing injury
severity, such as improvements of active and passive
vehicle safety. Measures that can reduce the crash
involvement of older adults also contribute to a reduction
of their fatality rate. Examples of such measures are
providing education and training, infrastructural
adaptations, and driver assistance systems. In the case
of a progressive decline of functions, training and
adaptations of the infrastructure and the vehicle can no
longer compensate for reduced fitness to drive.
Therefore, in addition, a procedure is needed that will
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lead to a timely cessation of the driving career. Possible
measures are licensing procedures and consultation of
doctors.

Safety versus mobility and quality of life

A test procedure which results in people losing their
driving license when they can still drive a car safely is
undesirable for a variety of reasons. First of all, the
fatality rate for older cyclists and pedestrians is many
times larger than that for older car drivers. Consequently,
they are safer in a car. In addition, older people often
have already stopped cycling, partly because of loss of
balance. Saying farewell to their car often is also a
farewell to part of their social lives. As a result, the loss of
driving privileges can cause considerable distress and a
lowering of self-esteem and dignity, as well as create
difficulties for daily activities, shopping and social contact.
The availability of means of transport other than the car is
one of the most important ways to maintain older people’s
mobility. However, no single form of transport provides
mobility for all people under all circumstances. Therefore,
a family of services is needed that enables travellers to
select the one that best suits their requirements for a
particular journey. These services include: public
transport services, bus service routes, taxis, community
transit, and an accessible pedestrian infrastructure for
journeys on foot or by wheelchair or scooter.

Transportation | ssues
Michael Splaine; Director, State Policy and Advocacy
Programs, Alzheimer's Association
Mike.Splaine@alz.org

The driving and dementia issue is resurfacing as adoption
of state government Alzheimer's plans open the door to a
conversation. The rapid emergence of larger numbers of
persons with Alzheimer's disease and related disorders
diagnosed in its early stages our early stage population
puts even more pressure on the community concerned
with safe driving and mobility options.  Overall, the
Association needs to weigh in with a well-developed
policy that addresses both our concerns about physician
reporting and growing public concerns about these
matters.
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Background

The issue of individual mobility, and specifically driving
and dementia, are perennial problems for persons
affected by Alzheimer's disease and their families. Some
of the earliest local and national publications of the
Association provide advice on "taking away the keys."
More recent publications also acknowledge planning for
mobility, stating clearly that Alzheimer's is a progressive
disease, and even if a person with Alzheimer's is able to
drive safety with a diagnosis, there is need to plan for
driving cessation at some point as the disease changes
cognitive and motor functioning.

The Association has long supported the position that
driving should not be revoked based on the diagnosis of
Alzheimer's but rather based on functional assessment.
Further, we have not supported mandatory reporting of
physicians of the diagnosis of Alzheimer's disease to a
department of motor vehicles, but do support functional
reports as required in most states. Our updated model
state policy supports a state licensing procedure that
allows for added reporting by key individuals coupled with
a fair, knowledgeable, dementia-capable medical review
process.

Because of wide variation in diagnostic practices, the lack
of diagnoses or misdiagnoses, the Association does not
support diagnosis alone as the basis of determining the
capacity of any individual to retain driving privileges. In
addition, the treatment environment for Alzheimer's
disease and related dementias is dynamic with literally
dozens of symptomatic or disease-modifying molecules in
clinical trials. In the short term it may be that possible
new treatments will emerge that stabilize or improve the
functioning of a person diagnosed with a dementing
illness; thus using diagnosis alone as a determinant is not
as appropriate as functional performance.

The new model policy for the first time acknowledges the
need for mobility resources available through trained
DMV counter staff , specifically recommends periodic re-
examination of drivers with mild dementia who are
deemed fit to retain driving privileges and immunity for
physicians, family or other health professionals that report
a questionable driver to authorities..
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Last, due to the dynamic diagnostic, functional
assessment and treatment environment, The Association
strongly recommends policies be defined as much as
practical in the regulatory and program management
areas of state government activity with only the necessary
elements be placed in statute. This will allow for easier
updating as the underlying knowledge base about
Alzheimer's disease changes.
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Taylor and Francis Recently Released Special Edition on
Older Drivers

I

Under the editorship of Jim Langford from Monash
University a series of articles that served as a basis for a
TRB Workshop 2007: Licensing Authorities' Options for

Managing Older Driver Safety—Practical Advice from the
Researchers were released. The articles presented in
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